
COURSE NO.: SS 627 N: STUDY OF SOCIAL MOVEMENTS AND REVOLUTIONS  
 
M.Phil 1st Semester, Optional Course, Monsoon Semester July–December, Credits: 4 
Course Teacher: G. Srinivas 
Centre for the Study of Social Systems, School of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University 
 
 
Course Aims:  This course explores a range of contemporary sociological approaches to the study of social movements 
and revolutions to understand the interplay between theoretical perspectives and methodological approaches.  It focuses 
on several major social movements and revolutions in India and across the world related to issues of labour, ethnicity, 
nationalism, gender, caste, identity, environment, etc.  
 
Evaluation: Four credits are evenly distributed across written assignments and class presentations (fourX3000 words). 
Two written assignments are based on theories and concepts and other two are on case studies (one each on a particular 
social movement and a revolution).  
 
Topics/Themes 

1. Defining and Differentiating Social Movements and Revolutions  
2. Theories and Concepts of Social Movements: Defining Features, Typology and Case Studies 
3. Theories and Concepts of Revolutions: Defining Features, Typology and Case Studies  
4. Contentious Politics: Intersection of Social Movements and Revolutions  

 
Readings: 
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Activism, Social Movement Studies, Vol. 4, No. 3, 185–208.  
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http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1467-9558.2008.00319.x/pdf
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Rootes, C.A., 1990, Theory of Social Movements: Theory for Social Movements? Philosophy and Social Action, 16(4): 
Pp. 5-17.  http://www.kent.ac.uk/sspssr/staff/academic/rootes/social-movements.pdf  

Swain, Ashok, Social Networks & Social Movements: Using Northern Tools to Evaluate Southern Protests, UPRP No.4.  
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Social Movements in Indian Context 
Desai, A.R. Ed. 1979, Peasant Struggles in India, Bombay, Oxford University Press. 
Dhanagare, D.N., 1983, Peasant Movements in Indian 1920-1950, Delhi, OUP. 
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Thomas Press. 
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Revolutions 
Burns, Delisle, 1920, The Principles of Revolution: A Study in Ideals, George Allen & Unwin Ltd., London.   
Cruse, Harold, 2009 (1968), Rebellion or Revolution? University of Minnesota Press, Minneapolis.   
Foran, John, 1997, ed., Theorizing Revolutions, Routledge, London. 
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Contentious Politics: A Theoretical Framework 
Bagguley, Paul and Yasmin Hussain, 2008, Riotous Citizens: Ethnic Conflict in Multicultural Britain, Ashgate, London.  

(Chapter 1, Theorizing Crowds, Riots and Public Disorder)  
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