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Methodology covers entire terrain of scientific research in the social sciences. For an approach to
qualify as a social scientific methodology it must meet four criteria, one it must define the
subject matter of the social sciences. Second, it must explain how that subject matter is
constituted, that is how the ‘facts’ of social sciences become ‘facts’. Third, it must provide social
scientists with precisely defined conceptual tools and procedures and fourth it must define the
limits of the social scientific activity. Therefore, an understanding of methodology which is
different from methods of social research will enable the social investigator to transcend the
technician’s role and obtain the role of the research scientist. The specific objectives are:

e To understand the nature and the philosophy of the social sciences in general and sociology
in particular.

e To understand the relationship of sociology with other sciences.

e To understand the methodological debates in classical sociology

e To understand the major methodological debates in Indian sociology

Course Outline

1. The Nature and function of Social Sciences
a) The Ideas of Social Sciences: The Beginning
b) The logic of disciplines of Social Sciences
¢) Emile Durkheim
d) Max Weber
e) Karl Marx

2. Sociology and other Social Sciences

a) Sociology and Physics (Durkheim)

b) Sociology and Biology (Merton)

¢) Sociology and History (Levi-Strauss)

d) Socilogy and Social Anthropology (Radcliffe-Brown)

e) Sociology and Psychology (Durkheim and Marcel Mauss)
f)  Sociology and Linguistics (Levi-Strauss)

g) Sociology and Economics (Karl Marx)

3. Major Debates in Classical Sociology

a) Positivism vs Hermeneutics (Durkheim vs Weber)
b) Verification vs Falsification (Kuhn vs Popper)



¢) Structural Functionalism vs Structuralism (Radcliffe Brown vs Levi-Strauss)
d) Structuralists vs Post-Structuralists (Levbi-Strauss vs Derrida/Foucault)

4. Methodological Debates in Indian Sociology

a) Sociology vs Indology (Dumont vs Bailey)
b) Structural Functional vs Historical (M.N.Srinivas vs A.R. Desai)
¢) Relevance of Perspective from below in Indian Sociology
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