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Course Objectives 
 

The objective of the course is to provide a holistic understanding on the changing dimension of 

the notion of ‘national security’ and how the United States has been grappling with new 

situations. The nature of threats and likely nature of warfare have changed drastically. The 

advances in science and technology have also impacted on the various dimensions of national 

security. The rise of non-state actors has created a different type of threat where the US has to 

find mechanisms to fight with an invisible enemy. The emergence of a new world or a multipolar 

world also needs to be situated in the US national security prism. The course will make a modest 

attempt in assessing and analyzing the challenges being confronted by the US in formulating a 

comprehensive national security strategy in the existing uncertain world. It will also analyse the 

role of key institutions in the evolving US national security strategy. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

 

The research scholars will get an in-depth understanding on the challenges being confronted by 

the United States in the management of national security. There will also be a comprehensive 

learning on the making of US national security policy and its various dimensions. The key policy 

institutions involved in the decision-making process relating to the US national security will also 

be understood and perhaps will be an important value addition in the learning process.  

 

Evaluation Methods 

 

Research Paper (50%) and End Semester Examination (50%) 

 

Course Content 

 

1. Emerging Contours of National Security: How the US perceived the notion of 

national security 

 

a. Notion of National Security: How encompassing it is, Global Settings, Threat 

perceptions both from military dimension and non-military dimension 

b.   Notion of Military Power and its effectiveness in addressing varying threats 

c.  Role of international and domestic constituents in the formulation of national 

      Security Policy and strategy. 

. 

2. Making of United States’ National Security Policy 

 



a. Role of the US President: Case Studies of varying crisis with a focus on Post 9/11 

event. 

b. Debates among American Congress on National Security Policy. 

c. Information Superiority, Intelligence Gathering Mechanism and its Significance 

for the maintenance of US National Security. 

d. Importance of the US Military in the making of National Security Policy Process: 

Military Planning, Strategy and Budgeting  

e. Institutions Involved in the National Security Policy Making Process 

 

f. Inter-Departmental Appraisals, Threat Perceptions and Action Plans  in the 

 National Security Council Process: 

  

i.  NSC Staff Studies based on inputs from various Departments and Governmental 

Agencies. 

ii. Preparation and Evolution of National Security Action Memoranda  

                 iii.  Monitoring and understanding regional conflicts, emerging contingencies and 

assessing potentially hostile political environment and planning counter measures 

 

3. Varying Dimensions and Tools of National Security Policy Making 

 

a. Diplomacy and US National Security Policy 

  

   i. Use of Diplomacy and Diplomatic Maneuvring 

ii. Alliance formation: Setting Goals in the Emerging Geopolitical Context 

iii. Weakening the adversary alliance’s network and their game plan 

iv. Dealing with the neutrals and non-aligned to diminish adversary's influence and increase in 

the US sphere of influence 

 

b. Politico-Military Policies 

 

i. Economic Aid 

ii. Grants, Loans and Credits 

iii. Embargoes and Sanctions as an instrument of policy 

iv. Provision or denial of advanced technology 

v. Arms Transfers. 

vi. Limited Conventional War 

vii. Nuclear Strategies 

 

4. Covert Action and Intervention for Promoting US National Security Interests 

 

a. Organization of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) in respect of national security 

 operational purposes.  The role of the Defence intelligence Agency and the intelligence 

 wings of the military services. 

b. Case studies of covert actions in selected cases: Iran, The Congo, Ghana, Indonesia, 

 Cuba, Angola, Chile and Nicaragua.  

 

5. US National Security Strategy 

  

a. Understanding major issues across US Presidency 

b. Focus on China 

c. Role of Technology 

d. Nuclear Issues and Outer Space: Significance and Importance  

 



6. National Security Perspective and Challenges in the Twenty First Century: 

Changing dimension of regional and global threats 
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