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Course Objectives

Processes like immigration and assimilation and institutions like family, church, schools,
political parties, the free market, and the media have firmly welded a “nation” like no
other. At the same time, social conflict rooted in racial and ethnic prejudice can still only
be resolved through federal intervention. The welfare state has grown in size and scope,
taking up responsibilities and creating entitlements as never before. Immigrants, for the
first time, have refused to learn English, forcing many states to declare English their
official language through popular initiatives.

As Americans debate who they are and what it means to be an American, the United
States continues to attract millions to its shores. Global terrorism has reopened the
question as to who was welcome to America and who was not.

It would be the aim of this course to explore how Americans of all hues, native and
immigrant, rich and poor, White and colored, Protestant and Catholic, Asian and Latino,
liberal and conservative, Democrat and Republican, and straight and gay, plan and work
to achieve their share of the American Dream.

Learning Outcomes

This course:
1. Intends to introduce students to American society and inculcate in them an
understanding of the various factors that helped shape it over time;
2. provides students with a wide choice of topics to work on for a doctoral degree in
United States Studies;
3. is meant to be an advanced level preparation in American culture and society for
PhD students regardless of the profession they choose.



Evaluation Methods

Term paper (on a topic selected by the course teacher) of about 5000 words with
citation in the SIS Manual Style and accompanied by a Turnitin plagiarism report:
30%

Oral Examination based on the term paper and related topics: 20%

End Semester Examination: 50%

Course Content

Unit 1: “A Shining City Upon a Hill”: America's Christian beginnings

a.
b.

C.

Jesus and the “Shining City” idea
The American Dream

A Protestant nation

Unit 2: From “immigrant” to “ethnic”: Issues in Immigration I

a.
b.
C.

Waves of Immigration: Old, New, Newest
Select ethnic minorities: Irish, Italians, Hispanics
Reinforcing ethnic identity: Bilingual education and multilingual ballots

Unit 3:From “ethnic to “American”: Issues in Immigration II

a.
b.

C.

A “nation” of immigrants

Theories of assimilation: Exclusive (Anglo-conformity, Cultural Pluralism) and
inclusive (Melting Pot, Amero-conformity)

Americanization: Nativism, “Official English” movement, New Nativism

Unit 4: “One nation under God”: The centrality of Christianity

a.
b.

The First Amendment: Church-state separation, freedom of religion

Christian America: Protestant churches (mainline and evangelical), Roman
Catholics, Eastern Orthodox, Mormons

The Christian Right: Organizations (Moral Majority, Christian Coalition) and
issues (school prayer, abortion, divorce, teenage pregnancy, homosexuality, same-
sex marriage)

Unit 5: “In God We Trust”: Religious minorities in America

a.

A nation of religious minorities

b. Jews in America: American Judaism, counter-missionary activity, aliyah, the

C.

Republican Jewish Coalition
Diasporic religious communities: Moslems , Hindus, Sikhs



Unit 5: From “Negro” to “African-American”: Blacks in America

a.

b.

C.

“White” supremacy: Slavery, segregation, the Ku Klux Klan, Confederate
symbols

Non-violent  “Black” emancipation: Abolition, Civil Rights,
desegregation, Historically Black Colleges and Universities, Black churches

Violent “Black” emancipation: Nation of Islam, Black Power, Black Lives Matter

d. Black Conservatism: Black Republicans, BLEXIT
Unit 6: From “commitment” to “companionship”: Exploring family, marriage, and
sexuality

a. American marriage: Traditional and modern

b. The American family: Functions, evolution, and relevance
c. Family and marriage in party politics
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