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Course Objectives

The objective of the course is to interpret United States foreign policy decision-making through
the lens of political powers and process. A central aim of the course is to broaden students’
understanding of the fundamental dynamics of U.S. foreign policy with an introduction of
debates and theories of U.S. foreign policy and engaging students in the politics of the foreign
policy process. Harnessing the conceptual, theoretical, and historical components that facilitate
an analysis of American foreign policy, it explains the sources of US foreign policy, its goals and
instruments of influence. The main focus of the course is to examine and analyze the role of
various political institutions and bureaucracies with emphasis on the tussle or balance
between Congress and the President in the foreign policy decision-making process since World
War Il. How does presidential leadership shape American foreign relations? How does the
Congress impact and maintain its influence despite domestic political constraints?. How other
actors in the federal bureaucracy like the Department of State Defense, Commerce and USTR
interact and shape policy is also part of the discourse. What is the role of public opinion and
interest groups in US foreign policy? This course will also serve as an overview of American
foreign policy establishment, concentrating on overarching tendencies such as its fragmented
power structure. The importance of these tendencies will be explained by showing how
thoroughly each of them affects policy. Emphasis is also placed on the impact of domestic
factors on international issues (e.g. Rise of China, Nonproliferation, terrorism etc.) faced by the
United States since the end of the cold war.

Learning Outcomes

Achieve significant insights on US foreign policy and develop critical analysis through the lens
of decision making. Gain a balanced perspective of salient issues and a deep understanding of the
factors influencing relationships between the various actors of US foreign policy. Develop
independent thinking about key foreign policy choices and broaden the debates on fundamentals
of U.S. foreign policy.

Evaluation Methods
Sessional work, Research Paper, Mid and End Semester Examination (50+50)

Course Content




l. Introduction

Historical Foundations: America’s Traditions in Foreign policy.
Major sources, goals and instruments of US foreign policy
Major Actors in the Foreign Policy Process

1. US Foreign Policy in the Cold War and Post-Cold War Era
The Cold War: Truman Doctrine
Nixon’s Realism and Carter’s Idealism
The End of the Cold War
Détente: Reagan and Bush years.
Redefining Values and Interests
Clinton: Engagement and Enlargement
George W. Bush and the War on Terror
Obama and Trump years.

I1l.  Key Government Institutions: The President, Congress and Executive Bureaucracy

President:
Constitutional Authority and the “Invitation to Struggle”

Evolution of the role: From modern to post modern Presidency.

Presidential Powers and Functions

Presidential Influence

Instruments of Presidential Power: National Security Strategy, Executive Agreements,
Presidential Directives, Presidential Doctrines, War Powers

Limits of Power

IV.  Bureaucracies and Foreign policy
Theory of Bureaucratic politics
Characteristics of Bureaucracies
State Department: Organization & Process
Defense Department and National Defense Strategy
Role of Intelligence organizations

V. Congress
Structure, role and powers of the Congress



Accommodation to Acrimony: War powers and Immigration.
Congressional Influence: Debates and Budget.
Committees in the Congress
Committee on Foreign Relations
Committee on Armed Services
Committee on Authorization
Committee on Appropriations
Select Committee on Intelligence

VI.  Making of foreign Economic Policies Trade, Investment and aid
Sanction
Elements of the U.S. Trade Policy
USTR

VII.  Public opinion and foreign policy and elections

Importance of Interest Groups
Readings:
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Woyes, James H (1981), The Clouded Land: Persian Gulf Security and US Policy Rev. edn,
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C.Q. Press.

Polsby, Nelson W (1989), Congress and the Presidency 4™ edn, New Delhi: Prentical Hall India.
Schick, Allen (2007), The Federal Budget: Politics, Policy, Process, Washington DC: The
Brookings Institution.

Smith, Steven S. & Deering, Christopher J (1984), Committees in the Congress, New York: CQ
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Leech, Beth L., Frank R. Baumgartner, Timothy M. La Pira, and Nicholas A. Semanko (2005),
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Free Trade Agreements (U.S. Trade Representative)

Provides advisory group reports and final text for each of the free trade agreements.

Free Trade Agreements (U.S. Customs and Border Protection)

Provides information on FTAs and links to other pertinent resources concerning the imported
products.

U.S. Free Trade Agreements (Export.gov)

Provides relevant information for exporters on free trade agreements.

Investment Climate Statements (U.S. Department of State)

"Investment Climate Statements provide U.S. firms with country/region and economy-specific
information and assessments prepared by the State Department's posts abroad on investment
laws, measures, and other factors that may be useful to them in making business decisions."
Bureau of International Labor Affairs (U.S. Department of Labor)

Bureau of International Labor Affairs "implements trade-related labor policy and coordinates
international technical cooperation in support of the labor provisions in free trade agreements."
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