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Course Description: 

 This course titled, “India and Southeast Asia” is designed to introduce scholars of 

Centre for Indo-Pacific Studies on India’s enhanced linkages with the Southeast Asian region 

particularly in the post-Cold War era.  The course will examine India’s foreign policy approach 

towards Southeast Asia while identifying areas of convergence and divergence. The course will 

highlight the importance of Southeast Asian region in the Indo-Pacific construct. The course 

will examine India’s imperative to have shared interest with Southeast Asia, given India is 

considered an important power in the Indo-Pacific construct. The course is designed for Ph.D. 

scholars interested in pursuing their Ph.D. programme in Centre for Indo-Pacific Studies 

(SIS/JNU). The course requires its scholars to attend and actively participate in class each 

week. 

 

Course Objectives 

o To understand India’s engagement with Southeast Asia.  

o To understand the significance of roles India and Southeast Asia can play in the Indo-

Pacific Construct 

 

Learning Outcomes 

 Scholars who successfully complete this course will be able to: 

o Demonstrate proficiency in India’s foreign policy towards Southeast Asia particularly 

in the post-Cold War era. 

o Explain the main drivers of India-Southeast Asia relations 

o Describe the complexities that India and Southeast Asia have to navigate to be major 

players in the Indo-Pacific construct.  

o Illustrate how enhanced relationship between India and Southeast Asia will be able to 

tackle major issues facing the Indo-Pacific region. 



o Interpret improved security environment in the Indo-Pacific with enhanced India-

Southeast Asia relations. 

o Critically analyse published studies on the subject. 

o Recognise major impediments in the pursuit of constructive relationship between India 

and Southeast Asia 

o Demonstrate proficiency in objectively assessing and interpreting the political 

dynamics of India and Southeast and its implications in the Indo-Pacific region. 

 

Evaluation Method 

o Class Participation & Assignments – 25% 

o Mid-Semester Assessment (Term Paper/Book Review) – 25% 

o End Semester Exam – 50% 

 

Course Content 

1. Southeast Asia in India’s Foreign Policy 

o Locating Southeast Asia in India’s foreign policy 

o Significance of Southeast Asia 

o Historical links between India and Southeast Asia 

o Post-independence proactive policies and the influence of Southeast Asia on 

India’s foreign policy 

 

2. The Cold War Rift – From mid-1950s Till the End of 1980s 

o The Bandung Conference and its aftermath 

o The Cold War and its impact 

o Differences between India and Indonesia 

o Developments in Indochina 

o The Cambodia issue 

 

3. The Look East Policy: Compulsions and Rationale 

o The Indian Navy and Southeast Asia 

o The end of the Cold War and its impact on India’s relations with Southeast Asia 

o The initiation of the Look East policy – initial motives 

o Southeast Asian responses 

o Act East Policy and its attributes 

 

4. The Political Dimension of India’s Engagement with Southeast Asia 

o Development of institutional linkages with ASEAN and other regional 

multilateral frameworks 

o Bilateral relations with select ASEAN member states 

 



 

5. Forging of Economic Links 

o Attempts at strengthening of economic links 

o Bilateral Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) 

o India-ASEAN FTA 

 

6. Strategic Interactions and Defence Diplomacy 

o Circumstances that enabled India to evolve strong links with countries with 

Southeast Asia 

o Joint Exercises 

o Strategic partnerships 

o Training 

o Arms Exports 

 

7. India, China and Southeast Asia 

o China and Southeast Asia – Brief outline 

o China factor in India’s Southeast Asia policy 

 

8. India, US and Southeast Asia 

o The emergence of Indo-Pacific as new geo-strategic and geo-economic template  

o Regional balance of power and India-US cooperation 

o India-US Dialogue on Asia-Pacific 

 

9. India, Japan and Southeast Asia 

o Convergence of interests 

o India-Japan Cooperation in Asia-Pacific 

 

10. India-Japan-US Trilateral Dialogue 

 

11. India-Myanmar Relations 

 

o Brief background 

o Renewed interest in the early 1990s 

o The China Factor 

o India’s other Security concerns 

o Current status 

 

12. Select Bilateral Relations 

o Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam and Singapore 



 

13. India’s Look East Policy: Critical Assessment and Future Prospects 

 

14. Geostrategic and Geo-economic significance of the Indo-Pacific  

 

15. Act East Policy 
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