CENTRE FOR INNER ASIAN STUDIES
SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

Course : Ph.D

Course No X

Course Title : Government and Politics in Central Asia
Course Type : Optional

Course Teacher : Prof. Sharad K. Soni

Credits : Two (2)

Contact Hours : 2 per week

Course Objective

The main objective of this course is to provide an understanding of the political developments
in Central Asia both during the Soviet and post-Soviet period. It evaluates the concept of
Central Asia as a region from the Inner Asian perspective, discussing the specificity of each
of the five independent Central Asian Republics (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan) and the relationship among the major ethnic groups. Not only
the formation of Soviet Central Asia and its modernization but also nation building, problems
of transition, democratization and political reforms in the post-Soviet Central Asia will be
highlighted. Identity issues based on religion, language, clan, and regional factors will be
deliberated upon in a comparative framework. It also delves into the politics of post-Soviet
transition by focussing on the contemporary issues of terrorism, human rights and national
security as well as reconfiguration of Central Asia’s relationship with the outside world.

Learning Outcomes

The course will enable the students to have a clear understanding of government and politics
in Central Asian Republics, particularly on the evolution of political system, problems of
transition, nation building and democratisation process in the post-Soviet period. The students
will also be able to gain knowledge of contemporary issues confronting Central Asia in
addition to comprehending the New Great Game and its impact on Central Asia’s relationship
with the outside world, especially with Russia, China, the USA, India, Afghanistan and
Mongolia.

Evaluation Method

The evaluation of student’s performance is done purely on the basis of academic merit.
Grading and marks will be awarded for Class participation (10%), Sessional work (40%) and
End semester examination (50%).



Course Content

The course covers the following themes:
Section I: Introduction

1. Central Asia in Regional Setting

2. Inner Asian Dimension of Central Asia

3. Specificity of Central Asian Republics of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan

Section Il: Central Asia during Soviet and Post-Soviet Period

1. October Revolution and Establishment of Soviet Power in Central Asia
2. Socio-Cultural Change and Modernization during the Soviet Period
3. Emergence of Central Asian Republics after Soviet Collapse

Section I11: Government Structures and Political Institutions

1. Problems of Transition, Nation Building, Identity Issues (Ethnicity, Religion,

Culture)
2. Political Reforms and Democratisation Process
3. Political System, Parties, Electoral Process and Presidential Powers

Section IV: Contemporary Issues and Regional Initiatives

1. Terrorism, Human Rights and National Security Issues
2. The New Great Game and Reconfiguration of Central Asia’s External
Relations
3. Regional Organisations in Central Asia
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