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INTRODUCTION

The course intends to provide an understanding of the Central Asian region, its land and
people, natural resources, and its significance for India. It also discusses the ethno-
religious groups in Central Asia namely the Kazakhs, Kyrgyz, Turkmens, Uzbeks, Tajiks,
Uighurs, Mongols, etc. Besides, the course also discusses Government and Politics as
well as Foreign Relations of Central Asian countries with special reference to India.
Finally, it also touches upon the issues of regional cooperation in Central Asia, Intra-
Regional Trade, Transport Linkages and energy, etc.

EVALUATION PATTERN: Lecture and Tutorials

COURSE CONTENTS

The course is offered as an Optional Course for the Undergraduate students of the School
of Language, Literature and Culture Studies (SLL&CS). It will cover the following
topics:
1. Land, People and History.
2. Resources and Economy (Mineral resources, oil and gas and their distribution,
economic situation, trade, investment and agriculture)
3. Ethnic Groups (Kazakhs, Kyrgyzs, Uzbeks, Tajiks, Turkmens, Russians,
Uyghurs, Mongols etc.).
4. Religion (Buddhism, Islam, Christianity, Shamanism).
5. Government and Politics. ( Independence of Central Asian Republics, political
and constitutional developments, Nation-building)
6. Foreign Relations with special reference to India.
7. Regional Cooperation.(Intra — regional trade, transport linkages and regional

cooperation and security)
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