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these centres. Media has always been significant from the 
point of view of Indian democracy, Indian civil society and to a 
large extent our culture. I'm sure other centres in the School of 
Social Sciences, in the School of Language, Literature and 
Culture Studies must have promoted studies related to media – 
at the MPhil dissertation level, at the PhD level, etc. In the 
country, we have institutions devoted to media studies which 
cater to editing qualities, reporting, and several other aspects 
of journalism; we have IIMC on our own campus. However, a 
need was felt where media should be subjected to rigorous 
research through interdisciplinary perspectives. The Centre 
for Media Research would try to serve this need. When it will be 
different from media studies, we would be basically focussed 
on MPhil and PhD work which would scrutinise the significance 
of, relevance of, evolution of media in our country from a 
comparative perspective of different social science disciplines. 
A historian, a sociologist, a media expert, a political scientist or 
law scholar interested in the role of media would require them 
to look at media from these perspectives. I want to begin on a 
humble note. I want the centre to become a centre of 
excellence on this important theme – gradually, slowly. We 
may like to begin the courses, advertise the courses in 2012 but 
before that a lot of homework has to be done. We have to think 
of the curriculum which has to be different, has to be new 
according to JNU's tradition, and I'm thinking to organise a 
brainstorming meeting sometime in December or early next 
year of the scholars interested in media research in different 
parts of the country to tell us what the gaps are, where we can 
provide an incisive analytical view and how would we formulate 
the curriculum, where do we get the faculty from -  all this has 
to be thought out and I think in a year's time we should be able 
to organise a national level seminar and see that the course 
curriculum etc are put on a sound footing before we advertise 
its beginning in February 2012. There are several dimensions 
which we need to keep in mind – I've prepared a small vision 
document where we have tried to locate the niche areas – for 
example media and civil society, Indian economy, culture, 
science, environment consciousness. Fortunately I am not 
obsessed with political dimensions which occupy a lot of media 
attention. There's a lot of politics in our media, whether 
electronic or otherwise. But I'd like to diversify, personally, it 
depends on the faculty which comes in and their interest but 
personally I'd like a less political emphasis on our curriculum 
and see that the marginal sections of the society- women, 
sports, science and technology, our folk culture and 
dimensions which have not so far been adequately probed are 
reflected in the curriculum and the dissertation which our 
students work on.

Lakshmi: 

Prof. Kumar: 

Wafa:

Prof. Kumar:

Wafa:

Prof. Kumar: 

When d id  your  
association with JNU begin?

Well I've been 
teaching here for the past twelve 
years but I knew the place from '75 
onwards so I think 70 onwards 
when it was formed, I was studying 
at Patna University at that time. And 
of course Delhi was far off and a 
new institution being established. I 

wouldn't leave my university – Patna University - for a new 
experiment but I knew that this experiment was going to be 
successful. We used to discuss in Patna the relevance of a new 
Central University coming up and bringing very fine scholars 
from different parts of the country to JNU so we knew that this 
will be an important educational experiment and in '75 when I 
came to Delhi looking for a job then JNU was an obvious place 
to visit. I stayed in one of your hostels – I don't remember if I 
was a legal guest or an illegal guest – but this was part of the 
fun to be in JNU. And I immediately got a job at Kurukshetra 
University to teach History. I remember as a teacher at 
Kurukshetra University I looked to the curriculum at JNU as a 
model. We tried to introduce changes in our respective 
curriculums based on JNU, and of course its spiritual views, 
discussions, the quality of debate, especially in the '70s has 
been legendary. I think it influenced the whole generation, so in 
that sense I've been a beneficiary of JNU. And I joined JNU late 
in life but as I said JNU as an educational experiment did 
influence most of us.

 How different was the teaching experience at JNU from 
your time at Kurukshetra University?

 JNU is mini-India, so that is our plus point. 
Unlike other universities, we go the students' doorstep to 
conduct our exams and get them. So that makes the real, real 
difference. To teach in JNU is also challenging in the sense that 
we get students from all strata of the society, different 
backgrounds, and it makes teaching more interesting, varied 
and to a large extent exciting.

 You're instrumental in setting up the new Centre for 
Media Research in the School of Social Sciences. Can you tell us 
more about it? What are the basic aims you have in mind at this 
stage?

 A couple of months ago, I heard about 3 
centres being established in the university thanks to the UGC 
committee that has visited us, and in its wisdom sanctioned 

An Interview with Prof. Deepak Kumar, Zakir Husain Centre for Educational 
Studies and Chairperson, Media Research Centre, School of Social Sciences
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We have a vision statement, but I want to emphasise on that 

we're beginning on a very humble note, not great promises. 

Once it starts moving, once the Centre is on the right track, then 

only we would think of saying we've developed a vision again. 

It's a vision that keeps evolving and growing. And with the help 

of the colleagues who agree to serve with us and other 

colleagues who are in the JNU community, and the whole JNU 

community- not just from one centre or school, the faculty and 

students as a whole, because I know that media affects the 

lives of all of us and they would be interested.

 What message would you have to the JNU 

community?

I would seek their wholehearted support. As I 

said, media is all around us, media serves a great educational 

purpose as well as serves our social and other requirements – 

social, political, democratic requirements. The JNU community 

is an intellectually conscious, politically vibrant community 

which has contributed to media; many of our students are in 

media these days. I expect that they would give us their 

feedback, contribute to us in terms of curriculum framing, in 

terms of new ideas- what the centre should be, what ought to 

be done, frames of reference, in future seminar themes and of 

course, their participation.

Interviewed by : Wafa Hamid and Lakshmi Menon

Research Scholars, Centre for English Studies, SLLCS

Lakshmi:

Prof. Kumar: 

I'm sure the Centre will have a bright future. I'm already getting 
almost every week a couple of letters and queries, telephone 
calls about the centre and about the plans for it. So I'm sure 
that when the centre is properly set up, the faculty will be 
enthused with the response which we are likely to get. My 
hunch is that we are going to be one of the most popular 
centres, and I also hope that we would cater to an important 
social need and requirement. Media has become enormously 
influential in our country and elsewhere as well. It has entered 
our bedroom, entered our study, it's everywhere and there are 
many things which can be said as its strong point but there are 
many others which should and could have been avoided, and 
media needs some kind of introspection which our centre 
would aim at providing.

Since it's a very inter-disciplinary approach that 
you're going to take, will you be collaborating with a lot of other 
Centres?

Of course, of course, we look forward to 
collaboration not only within JNU but even outside. Recently I 
visited Chennai and had the opportunity to meet the faculty at 
the Asian College of Journalism and they were very enthused. I 
met the director Mr Sasi Kumar, Aravind Sivaramakrishnan, Dr 
Nagarajan, the faculty, and they were so happy and we 
discussed quite a bit. So definitely the centre would be a 
collaborative effort, not only within JNU the different centres 
we seek to collaborate with and seek the help of in terms of not 
only formulating curriculum but also as guest lecturers,  to help 
run the courses, organise meetings, seminars etc. You know, a 
centre would become vibrant only if it's very open. I look 
forward to all the centres contributing.

Lakshmi: 

Prof. Kumar: 

Movement
New Deans/ Chairpersons

Administration

u

u

u

u

u

Prof. A.K. Dhingra as Chairperson, Centre of Spanish, 
Portuguese,  Italian and Latin American Studies, School of 
Language, Literature & Culture Studies

Prof. K.P. Vijayalakshmi as Chairperson, Centre for 
Canadian, US and Latin American Studies, School of 
International Studies

Dr. Alka Acharya, Centre for East Asian Studies, School of 
International Studies as Foreign Students Advisor

Prof. Binod Khadria, Zakir Husain Centre for Educational 
Studies, School of Social Sciences tenure of appointment as 
part time Chief Vigilance Officer has been extended for 
further period of two years

Shri Ganga Ram as Helper Mess, IHA

u

u

u

u

u

u

u

u

Shri Bhairav Dutt as Helper Mess, IHA

Dr. Padmini Mongia, Associate Professor, Centre for 
English Studies, School of Language, Literature and Culture 
Studies

Prof. Rakesh Kumar Gupta, Centre for Political Studies, 
School of Social Sciences

Prof. S.K. Sareen, Centre for English Studies, School of 
Language, Literature and Culture Studies

Sh. Vijay Kumar Mehra, Assistant, Collaboration Unit

Sh. Chander Pal – I , Sanitary Guide, Sanitation Cell

Sh. Ram Kanwar-I, Security Guard, Security Branch

Sh. Dilmohan Singh, Driver

Retirements/Resignations

In conversation with…..
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Campus Activities

Mr. Shakti Prasad Srichandan, Research Scholar, Centre for 
European Studies, School of International  Studies 
presenting his acclaimed painting – 'Blood and Buddha: The 
Legend of Ashoka the Great' to Vice Chancellor, Prof. B.B 
Bhattacharya.

Achievements/Awards

u

u

u

u

u

u

u

u

Prof. Jayati Ghosh, Centre for Economic Studies and Planning, School of Social Sciences has received the 

International Research Prize in Social Sciences 2010 of the NordSud Fondazione  Pescarabruzzo, Itlay.

Prof. N. Kamala, Centre for French & Francophone Studies, School of Language, Literature & Culture Studies has been 
thhonoured on the occasion of the 25  Anniversary of the Association of Indian Teachers of French (AITF), with a Gold medal 

and a certificate in recognition of their contribution to the development of French & Francophone Studies in India.

Prof. Kiran Chaudhry, Centre for French & Francophone Studies, School of Language, Literature & Culture Studies 
th

has been honoured on the occasion of the 25  Anniversary of the Association of Indian Teachers of French (AITF), with a Gold 

medal and a certificate in recognition of their contribution to the development of French & Francophone Studies in India.

Dr. Dinesh Mohan, School of Environmental Sciences has been honored with the Hiyoshi Environmental Award 2009 

given by Hiyoshi Corporation Japan for outstanding contribution in doing fundamental research for Environmental 

Conservation and Protection. The award comprises of a momento, cash prize and a ation.

Dr. Ashish Agnihotri, Centre for French & Francophone Studies, School of Language, Literature & Culture Studies has 
th

been honoured on the occasion of their 25  Anniversary of the Association of Indian Teachers of French (AITF), with a Gold 

medal and a certificate in recognition of their contribution to the development of French & Francophone Studies in India.

Dr. Sanjay Bhardwaj, South Asian Studies, Centre for South Central Southeast Asian & South West Pacific Studies, 

School of International Studies has been awarded "Sir Ratan Tata Fellowship-2009-10" by London School of Economics and 

Political Science, London.There is only one successful application per year for the Fellowship. He will be placed in LSE to 

pursue his research on 'Bangladesh studies'.

Dr. Atul Kumar Johri, School of Life Sciences was awarded an Indo-US Research Professorship to visit Rodert Stroud 

at the University of California, San Francisco to perform a research project entited "Structural Studies of a Phosphate 

transporter gene (PiPT) from endophytic fungus "Piriformospora Indica". 

Mr. Subir Rana, Research Scholar, Centre for the Study of Social Systems, School of Social Sciences, paper entitled 
nd

"Prostitution in the Asian Region: How Legitimate Is Its legalisation" has been selected for presentation at the 2  Congress 

of the Asian Association of Women's Studies under the theme "Debating Gender Justice in Asia" to be held from 9-11 

December, 2010 in Georgetown, Penang, Malaysia.VG
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Campus Activities

fn;kA blds QyLo:i laLÑr vYila[;d turk dh Hkk"kk 
gksdj e`rizk; gks xbZA dqN ,slk gh gJ fganh dk uk gks tk,A 
blls gesa cpuk pkfg,A mUgksaus blds lkFk gh f=Hkk"kk QkewZys 
dks Bhd rjhds ls ykxw djus rFkk vuqokn izfØ;k esa rsth ykus 
ij fo'ks"k cy fn;kA IysVks ds *fjifCyd^ dk 1500 lky ckn 
csatkfeu us xzhd esa vuqokn fd;k ftlds ckn gh yksx tku ik, 
fd IysVks fdrus cM+s nk'kZfud FksA dqekjtho uked ckS) fHk{kq 
us pkSFkh 'krkCnh esa ikfy ls phuh esa vuqokn dk;Z cgqr cM+s 
iSekus esa fd;k ftlds QyLo:i phu esa ckS) /keZ yxkrkj 
QSykA mudk bl ckr ij cy Fkk fd lwpuk izkS|ksfxdh ds bl 
;qx esa lwpuk,¡ rks gesa cgqr fey jgh gSa ysfdu okLro esa ge 
Kku ls nwj gksrs tk jgs gSaA okLrfod Kku rks tuHkk"kkvksa esa gSA 
gesa dchj] jSnkl] ihik dh rjg Hkkjr dh lkfgfR;d ,oa 
lkaLÑfrd fojklr dks le`) djuk pkfg,A

bl volj ij ts,u;w ds dqyifr izks- chch HkV~Vkpk;Z us dgk 
fd ge orZeku le; esa O;kikj] laokn vkSj Kku ds fy, Hkk"kk,¡ 
lh[krs gSaA bUgha rhu dkj.kksa ls gh fganh ds ctk; vaxszth rsth 
ls QSy jgh gSA vaxszth ls igys nqfu;k esa Ýsap rFkk teZu dk 
T;knk cksyckyk Fkk ysfdu O;kikj] Kku vkSj laokn ds :i esa 
vaxszth us viuh igpku LFkkfir dhA blfy, fganh ys[kdksa dks 
pkfg, fd os fganh esa Kku&foKku dh iqLrdsa T;knk ls T;knk 
fy[ksaA ts,u;w dqyifr ds fo'ks"k lykgdkj izks- jkekf/kdkjh 
dqekj us izlUurk O;Dr djrs gq, ;g tkudkjh nh fd ts,u;w 
dh fganh bdkbZ us esgur vkSj yxu ls ts,u;w dh fganh 
osclkbV dk fuekZ.k fd;k rFkk le;&le; ij vusd dk;ZØe 
vk;ksftr fd,A izks- dqekj us oSf'od lanHkZ esa fgUnh ds c<+rs 
nkf;Ro vkSj blds }kjk vNwrs {ks=ksa dks usr`Ro nsus ij t+ksj 
fn;kA mUgksaus vk'oLr fd;k fd fganh ds fodkl ds fy, 
vk;ksftr gksus okys dk;ks± ds fy, ts,u;w iz'kklu iwjh enn 
djsxkA bl volj ij vf/kdkjh oxZ esa Øe'k% eukst dqekj] 
izdk'k pkgj rFkk egs'k dqekj] vuqHkkx vf/kdkjh@futh 

23 flracj] 2010 dks tokgjyky usg: 
fo'ofo|ky; esa fganh fnol ds volj ij 
vk;ksftr dk;ZØe esa vfrfFk;ksa dk Lokxr 
rFkk lekjksg dk izorZu djrs gq,] fgUnh 
bdkbZ ds lykgdkj MkW- j.kthr lkgk us 
fgUnh dks Hkkjrh; Hkk"kkvksa ls tksM+us dh 
Hkwfedk ij cy fn;k D;ksafd {ks=h; vkdka{kk,¡ 
bldh loZHkkjrh; LohÑfr dks yxkrkj 
pqukSrh ns jgh gSaA 

bl volj ij izks- ukeoj flag us dgk fd 
gekjs lkeus rhu rjg dh fganh gS & igyh ^ljdkjh fganh*] 
nwljh ^v&ljdkjh* ;kuh vlj&dkjh fganh] rhljh gS ckt+k: 
fganhA ljdkjh fganh dk csM+k xdZ gksus dh eq>s dksbZ fpark ugh 
gSA vljdkjh fganh] fganh izns'k esa cksyh tkrh gS vkSj bldk 
Hkfo"; lkfgR;dkjksa] ys[kdksa ij NksM+ nsuk pkfg,A ftl fganh 
dh eq>s fpark gS oks gS ckt+kj dh fganh ftls fujarj foÑr fd;k 
tk jgk gSA ,d rjg dk fØ;ksy cu jgk gS ;kuh fganh vius 
Lo:i esa u jgdj f[kpM+h fganh gks xbZ gSA fØ;ksy ;kuh 'kCn 
laink dk foLFkkiu ^fMlyksds'ku vkWQ oksD;wcyjh*A 'kCn 
lEink ds foLFkkiu dh izfØ;k fxjfefV;k etnwj ds :i esa 
igyh ckj lkeus vkbZA fØ;ksy dh ;g izfØ;k Vhoh pSuyksa ls 
gksrs gq, lekpkj i=ksa rd igq¡ph rFkk orZeku esa ckt+kj rFkk 
gekjh cksypky esa 'kkfey gqbZA bl fØ;ksy ;k f[kpM+h fganh ls 
gesa T;knk [krjk gSA ;g dk;Z ek= fganh esa gh ugha cfYd lHkh 
Hkkjrh; Hkk"kkvksa esa gks jgk gSA mUgksaus fgUnh Hkk"kk ds 
fØ;ksykbts'ku dks jksdrs gq, Hkk"kk dh 'kq)rk ij cy fn;kA 
mUgksaus psrkouh ds Loj esa dgk fd yksx vaxszth fy[ksa rks 'kq) 
fy[ksa vkSj fganh fy[ksa rc Hkh 'kq) fy[ksaA ;fn ,slk ugha gksrk gS 
rks Hkfo"; dh Hkkjrh; Hkk"kk,¡ f[kpM+h cu tk,¡xhaA ;gha ls fdlh 
Hkk"kk ds [kRe gksus dh 'kq#vkr gksrh gSA

bl volj ij izks- rqylh jke us dgk fd tuHkk"kk vkSj 
fo}r~tu dh Hkk"kk dk varj Hkk"kk ds Hkfo"; dks r; djrk gSA 
tc dksbZ Hkk"kk yksd ls 'kkL= vkSj tu ls ek= fo}r~tu rd 
fleV tkrh gS rks ogha ls Hkk"kk ds var dh izfØ;k izkjaHk gks 
tkrh gSA mUgkssaus mnkgj.k nsrs gq, dgk fd tSls laLÑr ,d 
tkfr fo'ks"k rd fleV xbZ vkSj blds QyLo:i og lekIr 
gqbZA tcfd egkRek cq) }kjk tuHkk"kk esa laokn dh izfØ;k 
izkjaHk gqbZA ftlls ckS) /keZ vklkuh ls tu&tu rd igq¡pkA 
cq) ds i'pkr~ ,d ckj fQj laLÑr dks iqu%LFkkfir djus dh 
dksf'k'k gqbZ ysfdu bls feFkdksa rFkk deZdkaM rd lhfer dj 

ts,u;w esa fgUnh fnol
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fujatu C;kgwaxh* ds lkFk izLrqfr dk lekiu fd;kA iwjs le; 
ts,u;w ds bl izkax.k esa flQZ pkan dh jks'kuh esa gqbZ djhc Ms<+ 
?kaVs dh izLrqfr ds nkSjku Jksrk ea=eqX/k gksdj xqykch BaM esa 
'kkL=h; laxhr dk vkuan mBkrs jgsA dk;ZØe ds ckn eqdqy ls 
;g iwNs tkus ij fd mUgksaus izLrqfr ds fy, ikFkZlkjFkh jkWDl 
dks gh D;ksa pquk] mudk dguk Fkk & ftruk curk gS mruk 
xkrk jgk gwaA clar iapeh vkSj 'kjn iwf.kZek ij gok eas vuks[kh 
egd vk tkrh gSA ,sls izkÑfrd ioks± ij izkÑfrd ekgkSy esa 
xk;u gksuk pkfg,A

izLrqfr ds ckn tc ts,u;w iz'kklu us mudk vkHkkj ekuk rks 
eqdqy us dgk] dbZ ;qok izfrHkk,a gSa] ftUgsa ,d lewg esa lkFk 
yk,a] rkfd laxhr dks vkxs c<+kus dh fn'kk eas dke fd;k tk 
ldsA

e/;izns'k ds ekyok dh ekVh ¼bankSj½ esa tUes Hkkjrh; 'kkL=h; 
laxhr dh ubZ ih<+h ds izfrHkk'kkyh dykdkj iafMr eqdqy 
f'koiq= us 'kfuokj jkr 23 vDVwcj] 2010] 'kjn iwf.kZek ds 
volj ij ts,u;w esa viuh ,dy izLrqfr ls leka cka/k vius 
firk Lo- iafMr dqekj xa/koZ dh ;knsa rktk dj nhaA

cktkjhdj.k ds nkSj esa tgka dksbZ dykdkj izLrqfr ls igys 
^is'ksoj* dh rjg viuk esgurkuk igys gh r; dj ysrk gS vkSj 
dkWihjkbV vkfn dh vkSipkfjdrk iwjh djrk gSA ogha] blds 
myV eqdqy [kqn r; djrs gSa fd os dc] dgka vkSj fdruh nsj 
rd izLrqfr nsaxsA tSls&tSls 'kke <yrh xbZ vkSj vkleka esa 
pkan fn[kkbZ nsus yxk] eqdqy [kqn lHkh Jksrkvksa dks izkÑfrd 
ekgkSy esa vius gkFkksa ls ,d&,d dj nw/k dk fxykl Fkekrs 
jgsA mUgksaus fcgkx jkx esa vkyki ls izLrqfr dk vkxkt fd;kA 
jkx uV fcgkx esa xq# xksj[kukFk }kjk jfpr fuxqZ.kh Hktu ̂,d 

iafMr eqdqy f’koiq=k us ts,u;w esa cka/kk leka

Seminar/Conference 

congratulated Prof. Ganganath Jha, Convenor of the Seminar, 

for taking such an initiative.

Amb. Shashank, the former Foreign Secretary, Ministry of 

External Affairs inaugurated the conference and delivered the 

keynote address. While acknowledging the centrality of ASEAN 

in India's eastward engagement, he laid emphasis on 

important contribution of ASEAN in India's strategic presence 

in the Asia-Pacific. Amb. Shashank also highlighted India's 

importance for ASEAN as a vibrant democracy, in the fight 

against terrorism, and in tackling several other non-traditional 

security issues.

The first session focused on the Emerging Strategic Landscape 

in the Asia-Pacific marked by multiple stories of growth, the 

The Centre for South, Central, Southeast Asian and Southwest 

Pacific Studies organised an international conference in the 

School of International Studies. The theme of the conference 

was "India and ASEAN in the Asia-Pacific: Strategies and 

Challenges." The seminar saw participation from the ASEAN 

Embassies and High Commissions, Delhi-based Universities 

and Research Institutes, distinguished scholars from different 

universities based in the provinces. The seminar dealt with 

different aspects of India-ASEAN Relations in a wider context 

of fundamental transformations taking place in the Asia-Pacific 

in terms of structures of relationships, avenues for 

cooperation and integration, and new-emerging challenges 

facing the region. Prof. R Kumar, Special Advisor to the Vice-

Chancellor, welcomed the delegates of the seminar and 

Conference on India and ASEAN in the Asia-Pacific: Strategies and Challenges

MkW- j.kthr lkgk ds /kU;okn Kkiu ds lkFk ;g dk;ZØe 
lQyrkiwoZd laiUu gqvkA

Hkjr dqekj]
'kks/kNk=] Hkkjrh; Hkk"kk dsUnz

lfpo oxZ esa vthr dqekj JhokLro] fd'kksj esJke] lat; 
dqekj lkg] deZpkjh oxZ esa vacknÙk cgqxq.kk] js.kq VDdj] 
jktdqekj rFkk xSj fganh Hkk"kh oxZ esa fot;Eek if.kDdj dks 
iqjLÑr fd;k x;kA buds vfrfjDr deZpkjh oxZ esa Å"kk 
pkSgku] jktnqykjh] /keZjkt jke] lq[kchj flag] f'kodqekj oekZ 
dks lkaRouk iqjLdkj fn, x,A
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Seminar/Conference 

especially when compared with the efforts made by countries 

like China or Japan. Amb. A N Ram identified the soft-power 

based engagement as the third phase of India's Look East 

Policy since 2008-09, and expressed hope that India's 

ASEAN+1 summit level interaction will soon be elevated to 

ASEAN+4 framework of engagement.

The fourth session, 'Emerging Security Challenges in the Asia-

Pacific', was chaired by the Malaysian High Commissioner, H.E. 

Dato' Tan Seng Sung. The discussion highlighted (a) prevailing 

security challenges to the region with energy security, 

maritime security, threat of a rising China, and (b) country-

specific threat perceptions and responses. There has been a 

growing energy demand from the rising Asian economies, 

consequent energy shortages, which, in turn, has led to the rise 

of global energy prices. China's rise as a threat and maritime 

security were identified as key security issues for Japan.

The last session on, 'India and the Asia-Pacific: New Areas of 

Engagement', of the conference deliberated over some of the 

pertinent issues facing India's long-term strategy in the Asia-

Pacific, taking into consideration newer dimensions being 

added to the country's eastward engagement.

Two important dimensions that drew attention from the 

speakers were – expansion in the geographical canvas of the 

Look East Policy with the effective incorporation of East Asia 

and the South Pacific, and growing linkages between India's 

north-eastern states and Southeast Asia. The presentations 

also highlighted fundamental transformation taking place in 

the structures of relations in the Asia-Pacific and their 

increasing influence on India's bilateral relations, with special 

reference to India-Australia strategic engagement. Identifying 

the Asia-Pacific as 'the region of the future,' Amb. Rajiv Sikri 

emphasized on the need of building the network of FTAs, the 

development of India's northeast, focus on the BIMSTEC, and 

enhancing maritime cooperation with the countries of the Asia-

Pacific. It was also suggested that the ASEAN-centric foreign 

policy approach gave New Delhi opportunities to build 

rise of new power centres, shift from labour intensive 

economies to capital-intensive economies, signs of multiple 

democratic revolutions taking place within existing 

authoritarian regimes, intense competition over resources, 

rapidly expanding canvas of ASEAN multilateral processes, and 

growing demand for a new Pan-Asia-Pacific Security 

architecture that could address new security challenges facing 

the region. Prof. Varun Sahni, Vice-Chancellor of Jammu 

University, suggested "cooperative security" as an alternative 

for a stable order in Asia that will undermine China, reduce the 

U.S. influence, and facilitate the development of Asia as a 

political and security community. However, concerns are being 

expressed about limited progress achieved in the past through 

such measures. The ASEAN Regional Forum in this context was 

discussed in detail.

During the second session, 'Towards Asian Economic 

Community' speakers highlighted the growing importance of 

Asia in global economics, multiple efforts with the centrality of 

ASEAN towards integration in East Asia, and immense 

opportunities the process of integration offers to both India 

and ASEAN economies in the coming decades. However these 

processes have also faced challenges from different quarters 

in the form of lack of consensus over the nature and scope of 

East Asian economic integration, efforts of some countries 

towards exclusive regionalism and prevailing unwillingness 

among some countries in the region to incur short-term losses 

for long-term benefits. While India finds itself getting more and 

more integrated with the East Asian economies, it has faced 

resistance from China and some ASEAN countries against its 

inclusion in the East Asian economic community-building 

process.

The third session on 'Multilateral Institutions in the Asia-

Pacific: A Road Ahead' saw an in-depth discussion over – the 

state of affairs of existing multilateral institutions, the growing 

recognition of the multilateralism as a standard strategic 

practice by the countries of the Asia-Pacific for interest 

emphasized on the broad contours of emerging strategic 

architecture in the region, the interests of key actors in the 

region, and the inter-relationships of these key players within 

the region. Two case specific experiences – India's soft power 

engagement with ASEAN and Australia's Asia policy – drew 

special attention. Though speakers applauded efforts being 

taken by the Indian government towards people-to-people 

contact, cooperation in education sector, cultural diplomacy, 

capacity building programmes in Southeast Asia, concerns 

were expressed regarding the low level of these engagements, 
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participants, speakers, the chairs and students who took part 

in the proceedings of this two-day conference.

Ganga Nath Jha,Chairperson

Centre for South Central Southeast

Asian & South West Pacific Studies, SIS 

formidable institutional linkages including bilateral relations 

with select countries. In fact, the future of India's greater role 

in the region also depends on the progress made in the 

BIMSTEC and the Mekong-Ganga Sub-region.

In his concluding remarks, the Chairperson of the 

CSCSEASWPS, Prof. Ganganath Jha thanked all the 

Lecture on "The Lost Lemuria and the Kumari Continent"

literature to the lost Kumarikandam. He opined that the Indus 

Valley culture is also as old as these and the later Indian 

culture is the offshoot of the same culture. A lively debate 

followed in which his views were challenged. The speaker 

agreed that it is only a conjecture based on scientific study of 

old calendars and archaeology which need to be 

substaintiated.

Prof. Sankar Basu, Dean of SLL&CS was the chair and Prof. 

Krishnaswamy Nachimuthu, Chairperson of CIL introduced the 

speaker.

At the end Dr. N. Mahalingam presented two sets of about two 

dozen books published in English and Hindi on studies and 

translation of Tamil classics to the JNU Library.

Krishnaswamy Nachimuthu, Chairperson,

Centre of Indian Languages, SLL&CS

The Centre of Indian Languages organized a lecture on The 

Lost Lemuria and the Kumari Continent on 17 September, 2010. 

Dr. N. Mahalingam a industrialist scholar of Tamilnadu made a 

presentation of the research on the subject which he has been 

pursuing with a team of experts in astronomy, Vedic studies; 

ancient history and archaeology. He proposed an alternate 

view of the history of Ancient Asia heavily relying on a re-

examination of the nine ancient calendar systems including the 

Saptarishi calendar. Some of the dates proposed by him are; 
 th

Asoka lived in 12B.C and Lord Buddha in the 18  century B.C. In 

the second part of his lecture he talked about the theory of 

existence of Lemuria, a submerged land beyond in the 

Indonesian group of islands. After the great deluge three 

groups of people moved in different directions, the third being 

the people of Kumarikandam who moved out around one lakh 

years ago. He correlates it with the reference in Tamil 

th28  Small Meeting on Yeast Transport and Energetics

was attended by over 100 participants and included more than 

sixty Scientists from 17 countries. The scientific programme 

included invited talks and several poster presentations. 

Traditionally, SMYTE is structured to stimulate interaction and 

discussion on the most recent achievements in the area of 

yeast transporters but keeping in view the growing importance 

of MDR transporters of cancer cells, it was decided to have a 

complete dedicated session on Cancer & Yeast Cells 

Transporters and Energetics. Among the eminent scientists 

who attended the meeting was Dr. Michael Gottesman, Deputy 

Director for Intramural Research, NIH who discussed "New 

Developments in Multidrug Resistance in Cancer". Many more 

aspects of transport and energetics in Saccharomyces 

cerevisiae and non-conventional yeasts were discussed during 

this meeting.

Rajendra Prasad, Professor

School of Life Sciences

th The 28 SMYTE (Small Meeting on Yeast Transport and 

Energetics) was co-sponsored and organized by the School of 

Life Sciences and Special Centre for Molecular Medicine, JNU, 

at Heritage Village, Manesar, Gurgaon. The organzing 

committee included Rajendra Prasad, Shyamal K. Goswami, G. 

Mukhopadhyaya, K. Natarajan, Sneh Lata Bhadoriya, Tulika 

Prasad, Khyati Kapoor and Prashant K. Mishra. The meeting 



the basis of fieldwork in Kerala and West Bengal, argued that 

there is a huge difference between the official story, i.e. the 

aims and intentions of a policy interpreted by the implementing 

agencies and the ground realities, i.e. the lived experiences of 

the marginalized groups. According to them, this difference is 

due to reasons such as political party composition, level of 

development, the type of economy, etc.

At the end of the workshop, Dr. Amit Prakash proposed a vote 

of thanks for the participants from different schools and 

institutions, faculty members, university administration, 

students and collaborators for all kinds of support to organize 

this workshop.

Rukmani, Reasearch Scholar

Centre for the Study of Law & Governance
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The Centre for the Study of Law and Governance, Jawaharlal 

Nehru University, organized a workshop on 22 October, 2010 in 

collaboration with The University of Sheffield, United Kingdom; 

Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, Calcutta and Centre for 

Development Studies, Trivandrum.

The workshop was chaired by Prof. Kuldeep Mathur, former 

Academic Director of the Centre for the Study of Law and 

Governance, who noted that many institutions have come up at 

various levels of governance which are considered to be a part 

of the wave of decentralized governance initiated by national 

government but actually they are independent agencies, who 

are working on their own. Scholars like Dr. Dwaipayan 

Bhattacharya, Dr. Binitha V. Thampi, Prof. Deb Narayan, Dr. 

Rajarshi Dasgupta from India and Dr. Glyn Williams, Dr. Sailaja 

Nandigama from abroad participated in this day long 

workshop.

The workshop was divided into three sessions around the 

theme of poverty, participation and political society: state 

strategies, policy questions and recommendations. Each 

session was followed by a discussion round which was highly 

interactive. The core question which was addressed in all the 

papers presented by the scholars was 'to what extent do 

participatory initiatives within local governance enhance the 

opportunities for political empowerment.'  All the scholars, on 

Workshop on "Rethinking India's Local Governance: Poverty, Participation and 
Political Society"

mls ck¡/krs gSaA balkfu;r /keZ ls vkxs c<+rh gSA vius balkfu;r 
ds ljksdkjksa ds dkj.k vkt dchj] lwj vkSj rqylh vkxs gSaA 
dchj balkfu;r dh iwtk djrs gSa] ;g cM+h ckr gSAÞ

MkW- mYQr eqfgck us e/;dkyhu lkfgR; ij dsafær bl 
O;k[;ku esa HkfDr ds mn;] fodkl] v"VNki vkSj okrkZlkfgR; 
ij foLrkjiwoZd ppkZ dhA mudh mT+csd Hkk"kk esa nks iqLrdsa 
izdkf'kr gSa & ^okrkZ lkfgR;* vkSj ^fganh lkfgR;*A okrkZ 
lkfgR; ij ckr djrs gq, mUgksaus ^pkSjklh oS".kou dh okrkZ* 
vkSj ̂nks lkS ckou oS".kou dh okrkZ* dh ppkZ dhA mUgksaus crk;k 
fd ,d fons'kh fo}ku ds :i esa tc ̂pkSjklh oS".kou dh okrkZ* 
i<+uk 'kq: fd;k rks yxk fd blesa pkSjklh yksxksa dh ckrphr 
gksxh] ijarq v/;;u ds ckn irk pyk fd blesa pkSjklh dk vFkZ] 
pkSjklh jpukdkjksa ;k dfo;ksa dh la[;k ls ugha gSA ik=ksa dh 

ßfgUnh lkfgR; dk v/;;u djuk] v/;kiu djuk vkSj ml ij 
ckrphr djuk ,d fnypLi dk;Z gSA mtcsfdLrku esa tc ge 
Nk=ksa dks fganh i<+krs gSa rks mldh 'kq#vkr oSfnd lkfgR; ls 
ekurs gSaA fQj egkdkO; dk dky] mifu"kn~dky] 
ckS)dFkkdky] e/;dky] lwQ+hHkfDr] jhfrdky vkfn ls gksrs 
gq, ge vk/kqfuddky rd igq¡prs gSaA ;g lkfgR; ds cgkus 
lekt vkSj mldh ,sfrgkfld ijaijkvksa rd igq¡pus dh ,d 
yach ;k=k gSA ij] ;g cgqr gh jkspd gSA blls gekjh Hkkjr ds 
ckjs esa le> curh gSAÞ ;s ckrsa fiNys fnuksa] 8 flrEcj 2010 
dks ̂ Hkkjrh; Hkk"kk dsUæ* esa ̂ fgUnh lkfgR; esa e/;dky* fo"k;d 
O;k[;ku nsrs gq, mtcsfdLrku ds rk'kdan izkP;fo|k laLFkku 
esa dk;Zjr fganh fo}ku MkW- mYQr eqfgck us dghA vkxs mUgksaus 
HkfDr lkfgR; ij ckr djrs gq, dgk fd ßHkfDr dk ekxZ eqfDr 
dk ekxZ gSA /keZ vkSj n'kZu eqfDr dk jkLrk fn[kkrs gSaA /kekZpk;Z 

Hkkjr dks mldh lkfgfR;d ijaijkvksa ds cgkus le>k tk ldrk gS
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vkn'kks± esa cgdus ls jksdk vkSj ;FkkFkZ dh tehu ij ysdj 
vk,A vFkZ'kkL=h izks- lrh'k tSu us dgk fd yksfg;k dh enn ls 
gh ge okLrfod yksdrkaf=d O;oLFkk dh fn'kk esa dne mBk 
ldrs gSaA jktuhfr oSKkfud izks- xksiky xq: us yksfg;k dks ,d 
xaHkhj fpard ds :i esa ;kn djrs gq, dgk fd ,d fpard ds 
:i esa os Hkkjrh; vkSj ik'pkR;] nksuksa dh ijaijkvksa dks 
vkRelkr djrs gSaA yksfg;k us gh gesa thou esa tksf[ke mBkus 
dk lcd fl[kk;k vkSj vkRelEeku dk jkLrk fn[kk;kA 
ehfM;k fo'ys"kd MkW- vkuan iz/kku us dgk fd Hkkjrh; lekt 
vkSj jktuhfr dks le>us esa yksfg;k gekjh enn djrs gSaA vkt 
ns'k esa lpeqp ,d oSdfYid jktuhfr dh t:jr gS vkSj ml 
fodYi dks [kM+k djus esa yksfg;k ds fopkjksa dh vko';drk gSA

v/;{kh; Hkk"k.k nsrs gq, ofj"B lektoknh fpard eLrjke diwj 
us dgk fd yksfg;k dh dgh xbZ vf/kdka'k ckrsa vkt lp gksrh 
fn[k jgh gSaA os dgk djrs Fks & ̂yksx eq>s ;kn djsaxs] ysfdu 
esjs ejus ds ckn*A yksfg;k us ges'kk mis{kk lghA muds ys[kksa 
dks Nius ls jksdk x;kA orZeku esa mBus okyh leL;kvksa dk 
gy [kkstus ds Øe esa vc yksfg;k dh fopkj/kkjk dh rjQ 
yksxksa dk /;ku vkdf"kZr gksus yxk gSA ̂vdkj* ds laiknd vkSj 
lkfgR;dkj fxfjjkt fd'kksj us /kU;okn Kkfir djrs gq, dgk 
fd yksfg;k dks i<+rs gq, gesa lko/kkuh cjruh pkfg, vkSj Nn~e 
yksfg;kokfn;ksa ls Hkh lrdZ jguk pkfg,A

dk;ZØe esa ofj"B lektoknh lqjsUæ eksgu] lektoknh ikVhZ ds 
mik/;{k cztHkw"k.k frokjh] fgUnh ysf[kdk eS=s;h iq"ik] izks- 
jktdqekj tSu] lq/khUæ HknkSfj;k] dqlqe nkl] MkW- je.k izlkn 
flUgk] xaxk lgk; eh.kk] fo|kFkhZ ;qotu lHkk ds jk"Vªh; v/;{k 
vjeku] i=dkj 'kf'kHkw"k.k dqekj lfgr cM+h la[;k esa fo|kFkhZ 
ekStwn FksA dk;ZØe ds var rd desVh gkWy [kpk[kp Hkjk jgkA

ehrk lksyadh]
Hkkjrh; Hkk"kk dsUæ] ts,u;w

MkW- jkeeuksgj yksfg;k ds tUe'krkCnh o"kZ ds miy{; esa 14 
flrEcj] 2010 ¼eaxyokj½ 'kke dks t;izdk'k izfr"Bku dh vksj 
ls ts,u;w ds Ldwy vkWQ ySaXostst esa ^Hkkjrh; lekt dh 
pqukSfr;ka vkSj jkeeuksgj yksfg;k* fo"k; ij xks"Bh vk;ksftr 
dh xbZ] ftldh v/;{krk ofj"B lektoknh fpard eLrjke 
diwj us dhA bl volj ij =Sekfld fgUnh if=dk ̂vdkj* ds 
^yksfg;k Lej.k* vad dk yksdkiZ.k Hkh fd;k x;kA dk;ZØe esa 
cht oDrO; nsrs gq, ofj"B lekt'kkL=h izks- ;ksxsUæ flag us 
dgk fd yksfg;k th dh jpukvksa dks lelkef;d lanHkZ esa fQj 
ls i<+us dh t:jr gSA yksfg;k dh dgh gqbZ ckrksa dks vkt 
Lohdkjk tk jgk gSA izks- flag us tkfr vkSj {ks=h; laLÑfr ds 
lanHkZ esa MkW- yksfg;k ds fopkjksa dh ljkguk dhA

dk;ZØe ds vkjaHk esa lekt'kkL=h izks- vkuan dqekj us Hkkjrh; 
jktuhfr esa MkW- yksfg;k ds ;ksxnku dks js[kkafdr djrs gq, dgk 
fd yksdlHkk ds vius 4 lky ds dk;Zdky esa MkW- yksfg;k us 
bruk fy[kk vkSj cksyk] ftruk 'kk;n nqfu;k ds fdlh lkaln 
us brus de dk;Zdky esa ugha fd;kA ;g ̂yksdlHkk esa yksfg;k* 
uke ls 16 [k.Mksa esa izdkf'kr gSA os 24 ckj tsy x,A 
t;izdk'k th us muds tkus ds ckn muds cuk, jkLrs ij 
pydj fgUnqLrku dh turk dks laiw.kZ Økafr ds vkanksyu ls 
tksM+kA yksfg;k us Hkk"kk ds Lrj ij Hkkjrh; Hkk"kkvksa dh izfr"Bk 
ij cy fn;k] tkfr ds elys ij lerk ds fy, fo'ks"k volj 
ds fl)kar dk izfriknu fd;kA mUgksaus vkxs dgk fd ̂vdkj* 
dk ;g vad ekxZn'kZd T;ksfriqat dh rjg gSA yksfg;k 
uj&ukjh lerk ds leFkZd FksA

fgUnh lkfgR;dkj vkSj ^;q)jr vke vkneh* dh laiknd 
jef.kdk xqIrk us yksfg;k dh Hkk"kk uhfr dh iz'kalk dhA mUgksaus 
dgk fd os L=h lerk dh ckr vo'; djrs Fks fdarq L=h dks 
efgekeafMr djus ds i{k/kj ugha FksA csckdh ls viuh ckr 
j[kus dk lkgl yksfg;k esa gh FkkA mUgksaus gesa vktknh ds 

ts,u;w esa yksfg;k tUe’krkCnh ds volj ij xks"Bh

HkfDr lkfgR; esa mudh fnypLih fgUnqLrku dh lkekftd 
vkSj lkaLÑfrd ijaijkvksa ds izfr xgjh fnypLih ds Hkko dks 
n'kkZrh gSAÞ O;k[;ku ds ckn gq, loky&tokc esa dkS'kysUæ 
dqekj] fot; dqekj xqIr] j{kk >k] iou dqekj ik.Ms;] yyu 
flag] jkeizdk'k flag] ukfnj csd+ vkfn us dbZ loky fd, 
ftuij xaHkhjrk ls ckrphr gqbZA

fnO;kuan vkSj vi.kkZ feJ]
Hkkjrh; Hkk"kk dsUæ] ts,u;w

la[;k dgha uCcs gS rks dgha ckUucsA ckn esa oS".koksa ls ckrphr 
ds ckn mUgsa irk yxk fd blesa ̂pkSjklh ;ksfu;ksa* dh ckr dgh 
xbZ gSA mUgksaus dgk fd & ßHkfDr lkfgR; dk ewyLoj vkRek 
dh ifo=rk gSA e/;dky ds HkDrksa us vkt tSlh dksbZ ikjaifjd 
lkfgfR;d jpuk ugha dhA os HkDr Fks] jpukdkj ughaA vkt ge 
muds ys[ku dks HkfDr lkfgR; dgrs gSaAÞ

O;k[;ku ds iwoZ ̂ Hkkjrh; Hkk"kk dsUæ* ds MkW- nsosUæ pkScs us MkW- 
mYQr eqfgck dk ifjp; fn;k vkSj muds fganh isze dh ppkZ 
dhA mUgksaus dgk fd & ßfgUnqLrku MkW- eqfgck dk nwljk ?kj gSA 
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rFkk eqlyekuksa ds izfr O;Dr n`f"Vdks.k dh mUgksaus iz'kalk dhA 
ftl le; Hkk"kk rFkk lkaiznkf;drk ds fookn tksjksa ij Fks] ml 
le; iszepan us ,d lerkoknh utfj;k is'k fd;k rFkk 
fgUnqLrkuh xk¡o dks mnwZ fQD'ku esa fn[kk;kA MkW- 'kehe us 
iszepan dh lekt o lkezkT;okn ds izfr lksp dh iz'kalk dhA

dk;ZØe ds v/;{k izks- dsnkjukFk flag us vius dqN futh 
vuqHkoksa dks lk>k djrs gq, iszepan dks ,sls lkfgR;dkj ds :i 
esa ;kn fd;k ftUgsa ckj&ckj i<+k tk ldrk gSA mUgksaus dgk 
fd tkus gq, dks fQj ls tkuus vkSj crkus dh dyk iszepan esa 
FkhA izks- flag us dgk fd fgUnh esa iszepan us lkfgR; ds 
lkSUn;Z'kkL= dks cnyus dh 'kq#vkr dhA bl lanHkZ esa mUgksaus 
iszepan dh bZnxkg dgkuh dk ftØ fd;kA mUgksaus ̂ea=* dgkuh 
ds lanHkZ esa dgk fd iszepan us lkjs vftZr Kku ds lekukarj 
,d lgt cks/k dh varn`Zf"V dks T;knk egRo fn;kA

dk;ZØe ds la;kstd izks- jkec{k us iszepan lkfgR; ds lkFk 
vius igys vuqHko dks ;kn djrs gq, crk;k fd ckyeu esa ,d 
ys[k ugha] cfYd dgkuh ds ik= ;kn jgrs gSa & ̂cw<+h dkdh*] ̂nks 
cSyksa dh dFkk*] ^cM+s HkkbZ lkgc* vkfn dgkfu;ksa ds ik= ;kn 
vkrs gSaA ys[kd ds :i esa lcls igys deZHkwfe ;kn vkrk gS] tks 
eSaus 11oha Dykl esa i<+k FkkA ml le; eq>s ;s dgkuh dkYifud 
vkSj >wB yxh FkhA ckn eas tc eSaus viuk xk¡o ns[kk] iM+kSl 
ns[kk] viuk ?kj ns[kk] rc eq>s xk¡o dh xjhch vkSj iszepan dk 
egRo le> esa vk;kA mUgksaus vkxs dgk fd iszepan ds ys[ku us 
xk¡o dks le>us esa enn dh vkSj xk¡o dh ifjfLFkfr;ksa us iszepan 
dks le>us esa enn dhA izks- jkec{k us vkxs dgk fd vkt 
iszepan dks i<+uk vkSj le>uk ftruk t:jh gS] mruk gh 
iszepan ls eqDr gksuk Hkh t:jh gSA

Hkkjrh; Hkk"kk dsUæ ds izk/;kid xaxk lgk; eh.kk us dgk fd 
iszepan dks i<+us dk vuqHko rhu Lrjksa ij gS & igyk] tc 
pkSFkh&ik¡poha Dykl esa ̂ bZnxkg* dgkuh i<+h vkSj yxk fd ;g 
gekjs yksd dh] gekjs vklikl dh gh dFkk gS] nwljk] tc ,e-,- 
esa iszepan dk fo'ks"k v/;;u djus ds nkSjku mudh dgkfu;ksa ls 
iszj.kk ysdj Lo;a mlh rtZ ij dgkuh fy[kuk 'kq: fd;k vkSj 
rhljk] v/;kiu ds nkSjku iszepan dh lgtrk ,d cM+h pqukSrh 
ds :i esa lkeus vkrh gSA

Hkk"kk] lkfgR; vkSj laLÑfr v/;;u laLFkku ds Mhu izks- 'kadj 
clq us iszepan lkfgR; dh :lh lkfgR; ls rqyuk djrs gq, 
dgk fd tSls :lh lkfgR; esa VkWyLVkW; vkSj xksdhZ us 
;FkkFkZokn dh 'kq#vkr dh] mlh rjg Hkkjrh; lkfgR; esa 
;FkkFkZokn ykus okys iszepan vkjafHkd lkfgR;dkj FksA

Hkkjrh; Hkk"kk dsUæ] ts,u;w dh vksj ls rhljs ^iszepan Le`fr 
O;k[;ku* dk vk;kstu fd;k x;k ftlesa eq[; oDrO; bXuw ds 
izks- tojhey ikj[k vkSj lsaVªy oD+Q dkmafly ds lfpo MkW- 
dSlj 'kehe us fn;k vkSj dk;ZØe dh v/;{krk fgUnh ds ofj"B 
dfo izks- dsnkjukFk flag us dhA

dk;ZØe ds vkjaHk esa Hkkjrh; Hkk"kk dsUæ ds v/;{k izks- 
Ñ".kLokeh ufpeqFkq us Lokxr Hkk"k.k nsrs gq, dgk fd 
Xykscykbts'ku ds bl tekus esa ts,u;w gh oks txg gks ldrh 
gS tgka Hkkjrh; Hkk"kk,a viuh lg;ksxh Hkkjrh; Hkk"kkvksa vkSj 
fons'kh Hkk"kkvksa ls laokn dj fodkl dj ldrh gSa vkSj ubZ 
t:jrksa ds eqrkfcd mi;qDr fn'kk gsrq igy dj ldrh gSaA 
mUgksaus vkxs dgk fd ̂iszepan Le`fr O;k[;ku* dh rtZ ij rfey 
dfo ^lqczã.;e Hkkjrh* vkSj mnwZ 'kk;j QSt vgen QSt ij 
O;k[;ku vkSj lsfeukj vk;ksftr djus dh ;kstuk gSA ,d 
lsfeukj vuqokn vkSj dYpjy ,Dlpsat ij djuk gSA ;g 
fgUnh ds dbZ cM+s jpukdkjksa ¼dsnkjukFk vxzoky] vKs;] 
'ke'ksj] ukxktqZu vkfn½ dk tUe'krkCnh o"kZ gSA bl miy{; esa 
Hkh ,d cM+k lsfeukj djus dh ;kstuk gSA izks- ufpeqFkq us xks"Bh 
ds fo"k; ¼tc eSaus igyh ckj iszepan dks i<+k½ ij ckr djrs gq, 
dgk fd ̂xksnku* rFkk iszepan dh dgkfu;ksa esa eq>s og lc dqN 
feyk tks eSaus vius xkao esa viuh vk¡[kksa ds lkeus ?kfVr gksrs 
ns[kk FkkA iszepan ds ys[ku ds bl rjg ds lanHkZ gh ikBdksa dks 
vkdf"kZr djrs gSa vkSj mUgsa ,d cM+k ys[kd cukrs gSaA

izks- tojhey ikj[k us viuh i`"BHkwfe ds ckjs esa crkrs gq, 
crk;k fd ,d 'kgjh O;fDr gksus ds ckotwn iszepan dh otg ls 
mUgsa xka¡o dks le>us dk ekSdk feyk rFkk lekt esa ?kfVr gksus 
okys 'kks"k.k ds fofHkUu izdkjksa dh rjQ mudk /;ku vkdf"kZr 
gqvkA mUgksaus iszepan ds ys[ku dks lekt dks cnyus okyh 
[kkeks'k izfØ;k dgkA

MkW- dSlj 'kehe us dgk fd iszepan vU; Hkk"kkvksa ds lkfgR; ds 
ifjisz{; esa Hkh ns[kuk pkfg,A iszepan ds ys[ku esa O;Dr mnwZ 

ts,u;w esa îzsepan Le‘fr O;k[;ku* dk vk;kstu
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dk;ZØe esa Lokxr Hkk"k.k Hkkjrh; Hkk"kk dsUnz ds v/;{k izks- 
Ñ".kLokeh ufpeqFkq us fn;k vkSj v/;{krk Hkk"kk laLFkku ds 
dk;Zokgd Mhu izks- th-ts-ch- izlku us dh vkSj /kU;okn Kkiu 
MkW- etgj gqlSu us fd;kA dk;ZØe esa izks- jkec{k] izks- 'kkfgn 
gqlSu] izks- eqbuqÌhu ftukckMs] MkW- j.kthr dqekj lkgk o xaxk 
lgk; eh.kk lfgr cM+h la[;k esa fo|kFkhZ ekStwn FksA

xaxk lgk; eh.kk
Hkkjrh; Hkk"kk dsUnz] ts,u;w

tokgjyky usg: fo'fofo|ky; ds Hkkjrh; Hkk"kk dsUnz }kjk 
eaxyokj igys lqczã.; Hkkjrh Le`fr O;k[;ku vk;ksftu fd;k 
x;k ftlesa rfey ds e'kgwj fo}ku izks- ds- psyIiu] MkW- ,p- 
ckylqczã.;e vkSj ofj"B fgUnh vkykspd eSustj ikaMs; us 
viuh ckr j[khA izks- psyIiu us ts,u;w Hkk"kkvksa dh vkdk'kxaxk 
curk tk jgk gSA mUgksaus jk"Vªdfo lqczã.; Hkkjrh dh egf"kZ 
vjfoUn] johUnzukFk VSxksj] dhV~l] 'kSyh] ekbdksoLdh vkfn ls 
rqyuk dh vkSj crk;k fd Hkkjrh dh dfork fgUnqLrkfu;ksa dk 
lkewfgd LoIu gSA Hkkjrh dgrs Fks fd Lora=rk dksbZ Hkh[k 
ekaxus dh pht ugha cfYd gekjk tUefl) vf/kdkj gSA Hkkjrh 
Hkfo";n``f"V ds ys[kd gSA mUgksaus 1920 ds vklikl gh Lora=rk 
dks ns[k fy;k FkkA Hkkjrh dh dfork izse ds mRlo dh dfork 
gS vkSj ;g izse O;fDr ls 'kq: gksdj jk"Vª rd tkrk gSA

fgUnh vkykspd eSustj ikaMs; us dgk fd Hkkjrh vius deZ vkSj 
O;ogkj ls Hkkjrh; FksA mUgksaus rfey dfork esa vk/kqfudrk dh 
'kq:vkr dhA ;g vk/kqfudrk lkekftd vkSj jktuhfrd] nksuksa 
Lrjksa ij FkhA rfey vkSj fgUnh fo}ku MkW- ,p ckyklqczã.;e 
us Hkkjrh vkSj HkkjrsUnq dh rqyuk djrs gq, dgk fd lkearokn 
vkSj lkezkT;okn ds f[kykQ py jgh yM+kbZ esa nksuksa lkfgR; 
usrkvksa us nf{k.k vkSj mÙkj esa viuk&viuk ekspkZ laHkkyk gqvk 
FkkA nksuksa Hkkjrh; uotkxj.k dh mit FkhA

ts,u;w esa igyk lqczã.; Hkkjrh Le`fr O;k[;ku vk;ksftr

Our Publications 
surrounded by two powerful neighbours – Russia and China, 
Mongolia has had a peculiar geo-strategic situation of being 
land-locked. Its location at the crossroads of Central Asia, 
North East Asia, Far East, China and Russia further enhances 
the importance of Mongolia. Mongolia is the seventh largest 
country in Asia in terms of its territory but population wise it is 
one of the smallest. The Mongol expansion under Chinggis 
Khan left a significant impact of the nomadic peoples of Inner 
Asia on the sedentary world.

MONGOLIA in the 21st 

Century

S o c i e t y ,  C u l t u r e  a n d  

International Relations

About the Book:

Bordered by Siberia in the north and the 
Gobi desert in the south and 

MkW- nsosUæ pkScs] MkW- mYQr eqfgck] MkW- ,u- paæ'ks[kju lfgr 
cM+h la[;k esa fo|kFkhZ ekStwn FksA

ehrk lksyadh]
Hkkjrh; Hkk"kk dsUæ] ts,u;w

dk;ZØe esa izks- peuyky us /kU;okn Kkfir djrs gq, dgk fd 
os xk¡/kh vkSj iszepan dh ̂ fgUnqLrkuh* okyh ijaijk ds fgek;rh 
gSaA mlh ijaijk dks vkxs c<+kus ds fy, Hkkjrh; Hkk"kk dsUæ esa 
^iszepan Le`fr O;k[;ku dh 'kq#vkr dh xbZ gSA dk;ZØe esa izks- 
'kkfgn gqlSu] izks- ohj Hkkjr ryokj] MkW- j.kthr dqekj lkgk] 



Our Publications 

13

List of Publications

virulence gene expression. Published in  Mechanism in 

Microbial Pathogenesis, Sir Dorabjee Tata Foundation, 

Bangalore, India. Gupta A, Mehra P and Dhar S.K. (2009)

lReactive Oxygen species in the regulation of hypoxia 

inducible factor-1 in normoxia. In 'Methods in Redox 

Signaling' Marry Ann Liebert, New York': Editor: Prof. 

Dipak K. Das, Mukhopadhyay  CK., Biswas S. and 

Mukherjee R. (2010)

Centre for the Study of Law and Governance

l"The Oxford Companion to Politics in India", New Delhi: 

Oxford University Press 2010, Niraja Gopal Jayal, and 

Pratap Bhanu Mehta, eds.

School of Languages, Literature and Culture 

Studies

l"Buddhist Iconogrphy in Butsuzozui of Hidenobu" (English 

translation of the Japanese work Butosuzozui (1690AD), 

Pub. DK Printworld, Delhi, 2010 Khanna Anita, CJKNEAS?  

"Ant ka Aarambh", Translation of poems written by Takashi 

Arima Pub. B.R. Publishing Corporation, New Delhi, 2009 

Khanna, Anita,  CJKNEAS (Jointly)

School of International Studies

l"Capturing Women's Work" Pentagon Press, New Delhi 

January 2010  Mondira Dutta, CSCSEA & SPS

School of Life Sciences

l"Role of H2AX in DNA damage response and human 

cancers" Srivastava N, Gochhait S, de Boer P, Bamezai RN.

School of Language, Literature & Culture Studies

l"Jansanchar: Parampara Aur Prayog" "Granthlok", 2010 

Mohd. Shahid Hussain and translated by Omprakash 

Singh, and Dr. Zafrullah Ansari, CIL.

School of Environmental Sciences

l"Water Resource Management" Academic Publishing AG & 

Co., Dudweiler Landstr. Germany 2010, Saumitra 

Mukherjee.

Special Centre for Molecular Medicine

lPlasmodium falciparum origin recognition complex (ORC): 

a master regulator of parasite DNA replication and 

The two countries are the southern and northern ends of a 

Buddhist arch which provides the cultural foundation of a 

political and cosy strategic relationship. It is this cultural 

compatibility that defines the interests of India and Mongolia.

This book deals with both the historical, cultural, economic, 

geopolitical perspectives on Mongolia and also its relations 

with direct and third neighbours. Eminent academics and 

Mongolists from India, Mongolia, Russia, USA, Kazakhstan, 

China, Japan and Turkey have contributed to this volume. 

Mongol culture in areas outside Mongolia in Inner Mongolian 

Autonomous Region of China, Buryatia, Kalmykia and Tuva 

Republics of Russian Federation are dealt with separately and 

in detail. The book will be of interest for students, academics, 

think tanks, NGOs and all those interested in South, Central 

Asian, East Asian and Eurasian society, culture ,politics, 

international relations and security studies.

K. Warikoo and Sharad K. Soni

Central Asian Studies Programme, SIS

At the turn of the twenty first century, Mongolia has been trying 

to overcome its geographical disadvantage of being a 

landlocked state and is striving to open itself to the outside 

world despite being surrounded by two giant powers – Russia 

and China. Moreover, in the post-Cold War security 

environment of Mongolia, bilateral and multilateral 

cooperation has become the key factor of regional dynamism in 

the Asia-Pacific. With the collapse of the USSR and the end of 

the Cold War, the geopolitical situation of Mongolia was 

altered. Mongolia now seeks to ensure the security of its own 

existence by strictly observing the policy of not allowing the 

use of the country's territory against other States, ensuring its 

Nuclear-Weapon-Free-Zone status at the international level 

and making it an important element of strengthening the 

country's security by political means. China, on the other hand, 

wants to build up its power base in North East Asia.

As regards India and Mongolia, both countries have had 

civilisational links spanning over a period of 2,700 years 

despite being geographically far away.
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Our Scholars 
List of scholars who have been awarded the Degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D), Master of Philosophy 
(M.Phil) and Master or Technology (M.Tech). The name 
of the scholar is followed by the title of the 
thesis/dissertation and the name of the supervisor.

Doctor of Philosophy (Ph. D)

School of Social Sciences

Zakir Husain Centre for Education Studies

Mr. Arshad Alam “The Reproduction of Islamic Education: A 
Study of Two Madrasas of Mubarkpur, Uttar Pradesh”, Dr. S. 
Srinivasa Rao: and Prof. Karuna Chanana (Joint Supervisor)

Centre for the Study of Social Systems

Ms. Chitralekha Dhamija “The Context of Extremism: A 
Comparative Study of Naxalism and Hindutva in Two Regions 
of India”, Prof. Dipankar Gupta

Ms Manisha Sethi “Asceticism Among Jaina Women: Power, 
Sexuality and Social Control in Selected Districts of North 
India”, Prof. Dipankar Gupta

Centre for Political Studies

Mr. Yaronsho Ngalung “State Model of Conflict 
Transformation: Critique from the Nagas Perspective”, Prof. 
Rakesh Gupta

Centre for Economics Studies and Planning

Mr. Upali Vidanapathirana “Liberalization Policies in Sri 
Lanka and Their Impact on Economic Inequality and Poverty 
Reduction: A Critical Evaluation of 35 Years of Experience”, 
Prof. C.P. Chandrasekhar

School of Physical Sciences

Mr. Chander Shekhar Yadav “Structural and Electronic 
Properties of Vandium Chalcogenides: Fex VSe2; (X=0-0.33), 
and Ga V4 S8”, Prof. Ashok Kumar Rastogi

Mr. Lokendra Pratap Singh “Dilectric and Calorimetric 
Approach to the Glass Transition in Disordered Phases of 
Single As Well As Two-Component Plastic Crystals”, Prof. S S 
N Murthy

School of Life Sciences

Mr. Rahul Dev P Malage “Studies on Regulation of TGF-b 
and Markers of Epithelial to Mesenchymal Transition in Breast 
Cancer Cells”, Prof. P.K. Yadava

School of Language, Literature and Culture 
Studies

Centre of Indian Languages

Mr. Satya Pal Sharma “Prose Literature of Ramdhari Singh 
Dinkar: Questions of Criticism and Culture”, Dr. Om Prakash 
Singh

Mr. Asha Ram Bhargava “Swantantryottar Hindi Upanyason 
Mein Dharm Ki Alochna”,  Dr. Om Prakash Singh

Ms. Vandana Choubey “Women Liberation in Jainendra 
Kumar's Works”, Dr. Omprakash Singh

School of International Studies

Centre for Canadian, US and Latin American 
Studies

Mr. Arvind Kumar “Redesigning Defence: United States' 
National Security Interests and Strategies in the 1980's”, Dr. 
KP Vijayalakshmi

Institute of Microbial Technology, Chandigarh

Mr. Kumar Rajesh “Development of Immunobiosensor for 
Pesticide Detection”, Dr. C. Raman Suri

Ms. Jaspreet Kaur “Studies on the Glutathione and Cysteine 
Transporters of the Yeast Saccharmyces Cerevisiae”, Dr. 
Anand K. Bachhawat

International Centre for Genetic Engineering 
and Biotechnology, New Delhi

Mr. Aseem Mishra “De Novo Design and Characterization of 
Peptides Containing Conformatinally Constrained x,B-
dehydrophenylalanine Residue”, Prof. Virander Singh 
Chauhan

National  Institute of Immunology, New Delhi

Ms. Shruti Agarwal “Mechanism of Hemoglobin 
Internalization in Leishmania Donovani” Dr. Ambitabha 
Mukopadhyay

Central Drug Research Institute, Lucknow

Mr. Ajay Sharma “Design and Synthesis of CCK-8 Derived 
Peptidomimetics  As Selective Inhibitors of Protein Tyrosine 
Phosphatase: 1 B (PTPIB) for the Development of Anti-
Diabetic Agents”, Dr. S.B. Katti
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National Institute of Plant Genome Research, 
New Delhi

Mr. Rajgourab Ghosh “Role of OXDC in Fungal Tolerance 
and its Over Expression in Oxalate-Rich Vegetables”, Dr. 
Subhra Chakraborty

Raman Research Institute, Bangalore

Mr. Dubyendu Roy “Charge and Energy Transport in the 
Presence of Disorder and Interactions”, Dr. Abhishek Dhar

Master of Philosophy (M.Phil)

School of International Studies

Centre for East Asian Studies

Mr. Shashi Bhushan Bharti “The China Factor in ROK-US 
Relations: 1997-2007”, Dr. Jitendra Uttam

Mr. P.K. Anand “The Concept of Socialist Market Economy: 
A Study of the Chinese Discourse During the Deng Period”, 
Dr. Alka Acharya

Centre for Canadian, US & Latin American 
Studies

Ms. Punam Kumari “Brazil's Relations with the United 
States of America Since 1980”, Dr. Priti Singh

Mr. Kaustav Padmapati “US Role in Asean Regional Forum 
During Bush Administration”, Prof. Chintamani Mahaparta

Centre for European Studies

Ms. Antara Mitra “Non-Traditional Security threats to the 
EU: A Case Study of Organised Crime”, Prof. Ummu Salma 
Bava

Centre for South, Central, South East Asian and 
South West Pacific Studies

Ms. Mamta Goutam “Social Status of Nepali Women”, Prof. 
Partha S. Ghosh

Centre for International Trade and Development

Mr. Saptarshi Basu Roy Choudhary “Incentive Based 
Environmental Regulation with Asymmetric Information”, Dr. 
Meeta K. Mehra

School of Social Sciences

Centre for Historical Studies

Mohd. Idress Kanth “Community State & History: The 
Uprising of 1931 and the Emerging Discourse of Rights in 
Kashmir”, Prof. Neeladri Bhattacharya

Centre for Social Medicine & Community Health

Mr. Shailendra Pathak “Mapping the Transformation of 
ICDS: 1975 to 2007”, Dr. Rajib Dasgupta

Zakir Husain Centre for Educational Studies

Ms. Vungliankim Valte “Exploring the Historiography of 
Christian Missionary Education in North-East India with 
Special Reference to Hill-Area Tribals of Manipur”, Prof. 
Deepak Kumar

Mr. Pintu Kumar “Early Indian Education: A Critical Study 
of the Ancient Nalanda University”, Prof. Deepak Kumar

Mr. Prabhat Chandra Rai “Cultural Practices of Child 
Development and Learning: A Study of Parental Beliefs in 
Jamuwa-Hariharam”, Dr. Minati Panda

Mr. Binay Kumar Pathak “Information Asymmetry in 
Higher Education Market: A Case Study of Two Engineering 
Colleges of West Bengal”, Dr. Saumen Chattopadhyay

Centre for the Study of Regional Development

Ms. Rosie Lalrampuii “Employment, Nature of Work and 
Education in North Eastern States of India”, Dr. Atul Sood

Ms. Arijita Pal “Diversification of Indian Agriculture: A 
Household Level Analysis”, Dr. Sucharita Sen

Mr. Chhering Tandup “Environment and Socio-Economic 
Setup of Cold Desert Region of Zanskar (Ladakh)”, Prof. 
Harjit Singh

Mr. Ram Niwash Devaji “Changing Ecology of Sariska Tiger 
Reserve, Alwar, Rajasthan” Prof. Harjit Singh

Centre for Studies in Science Policy

Ms. Prathibha G “Urban Solid Waste Management: 
Regulations, Technologies and People”, Dr. Madhav Govind

Centre for Political Studies

Ms. Ayesha Rahman “Police Reforms in India with Special 
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Reference to Police-Public Interface and Women Policing”, 
Prof. Parlay Kanungo

Mr. Krushna Chichuan “Critically Analysing the Role of 
Deliberative Democratic Theory in Democratizing 
Democracy”, Dr. Ajay Gudavarthy

Ms. Sheeba Aslam “Human Rights and Multiculturalism: A 
Study of Legal Cases Involving Muslim Women” Dr. 
Manindra N. Thakur

Mr. Caesar Basu “Recognition or Redistribution? Dynamics 
of the National Question in India: A Preliminary Exploration”, 
Prof. Valerian Rodrigues

Centre for the Study of Social Systems

Mr. Konchok Paldan “Tribes in Translation: A Study of the 
Boto Tribe of Ladakh”, Prof. Tiplut Nongbri

Ms. Banojyotsna Lahiri “Creating Identities, Exploiting 
Identities: The State, Mode of Production and Tribals in 
Jharkhand”, Dr. Harish Naraindas

Ms. Katyayani Dalmia “Exploring Disciplinary Genres: 
'Real Stories in Fiction and Ethnography”, Dr. Harish 
Naraindas

Centre for Philosophy

Ms. Prachi Sinha “Meaning and Its Communications: A 
Study of Wittgenstein's Philosophy of Language”, Dr. 
Manidipa Sen

Centre for the Study of Law & Governance

Ms. Shalija Narendra Joshi “From Government Towards 
Governance in India: Comparative Case Studies of 
Institutional Change in Departments of Government of India”, 
Dr. Navroz K. Dubash

Ms. Aashita Dawer “Economics of Water Rights in India”, Dr. 
Navroz K Dubash and Jaivir Singh

Mr. Pawas Suren “Entitlements in Community Forestry: Case 
Study in Jharkhand”, Dr. Jaivir Singh

An interview with
Sh. Harpal Singh Bedi, Media Person

Lakshmi:

Sh. Bedi:

 How did your association 

with JNU start?

 You see, I'm from Kashmir, 

so I hadn't been in Delhi. I'd seen 

this advertisement in the papers, 

saying that if they call you for 

interview, they would pay for your 

to-and-fro train fare, so that 

brought me here. I filled the form, 

but little did I think that I would come here. So they called me, 

and I thought "let me see Delhi". I did not think that I would 

settle down here or stay put here. Then I met, on the first day 

here, a lot of different groups. There were hardly five or six 

people. The rest from other places- somebody was from Tamil 

Nadu, somebody was from Gujarat, somebody from Bhopal. I 

was interested in International Relations, and we had the 

School of International Studies in Ferozshah Road, so I got 

selected here. Twenty people got in and it was the first batch of 

the SIS for MA.

Wafa:

Sh. Bedi:

 How would you comment on the student- teacher 

relationship at JNU?

 See, I don't know how things are these days, but in my 

time it was totally different. Actually, come to think of it, it was a 

very unrealistic world. It was a very small university, and 

everybody knew everybody, so when I say I knew someone 

very well, it doesn't mean he was a good friend of mine, but you 

used to meet everyone. Because, you know, it was two hostels, 

everybody knew everybody. You had to meet somebody – not to 

say that everyone was a great friend of each others', but you 

could say that 'I have spent some good days with him'. So it was 

a very unrealistic world in the sense that you could all be in your 

own world, there was no problem of the fact that you should get 

a room. Some people could not get a room and there were no 

restrictions. And it lasted for five to six or seven years, 

whenever it was. But it was too good to last long. So the teacher 

and student relationship was really nice. You could go to any 

teacher's house. Or the teachers used to come to the hostels... 
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The classes were very small. I think when you write about 

these things you should be careful that when the people of my 

generation talk, you should not forget that those were different 

days. Different days- if you go to any school, any college, any 

university, the first batch will always have the advantage of 

knowing people, so they'll talk of their 'good old days'. 

Everybody talks about the good old days. Those days may not 

be here now, but that situation has also changed. There were – 

I don't know how many students are there now – but there 

were only one thousand students then. And if you have six 

hundred or eight hundred students and two parties, SFI and 

AISA on one side and the Free Thinkers on the other – you don't 

even know where the Free Thinker is now. I was a Free Thinker. 

So those were the only clear polarisations of the politics. And 

we were too small a university and very hyped up: it was hyped 

up, whether it was realistic or not, and anybody we meet from 

the 70s or 80s generation will talk about big things, like 'we 

could do this' because we were allowed to do it. There was so 

much of space. Now you cannot do it because there is no space. 

It was a student life; those who wanted to study could study 

and those who didn't want to study could loiter around, some 

would be after girls, or spend time in the canteens. But one 

good thing, the only good thing about this place that I know till 

now is that there was never any eve teasing. And this is very 

remarkable in the sense that people came from really different 

backgrounds, very different backgrounds. One thing is that this 

place gave you self confidence. You could talk with anybody, 

whomsoever you wanted. And people used to hide their 

identity, they never went around saying that their father is a big 

businessman or industrialist or something like that. So one 

thing was there was no eve teasing and no communalism at 

that time. Now people celebrate Eid or but that time it was very 

different. If you used to go to a mosque or gurudwara or 

temple, you used to hide it. Nobody used to care who was a 

Brahmin, or a Muslim or anything. In the early 70s, the Left was 

a very strong movement and competed with Free Thinkers. At 

that time people were never branding their religion. One thing 

was that the left movement being a strong movement – we 

were not Left, but rather anti-Left – but there was something in 

the Left which taught you something, and we used to listen to 

that, and argue. When you're listening and when you're 

arguing, you have to understand what they're saying. You could 

not argue for the sake of argument. And the Left had very good 

orators like Prakash Karat, Sitaram Yechury and other people 

like Anand Kumar, Yogesh Sharma were among the free 

thinkers.

But in those days when you're talking about student-teacher 

relationships, because of the university being small, 

experimental, people coming from different places, they had 

easy access to teachers, and teachers also made it possible, 

their houses were open anytime so you could go and meet 

anybody.

 You were talking about how different the atmosphere 

was at JNU back then...

 As I told you, it was a small university. If it had been a 

bigger university it would have been like any other university. 

Wherever you start, any institution you start, when you're a 

group of ten or twelve people you obviously enjoy that. After six 

months you'll start thinking, "Oh when I joined this was that or 

that was there." After one year you'll start "Oh, six months ago", 

so this nostalgia is not good for everybody because what I'm 

telling you is because it's what I know. When you tell the 

younger generation you'll also talk like this. So we should cut 

the nostalgia out. And I mentioned it was an unrealistic world. 

Whatever people may say, that we learnt anything, what we 

learnt was undone. We were talking about Socialism, 

Communism, it just vanished when the Soviet Union collapsed. 

Nobody told us that the Soviet Union could collapse so easily. 

So a lot of ideas which were driven here had no relevance, but 

they were big ideas, big names were dropped, and you were 

supposed to know everything, which not everybody knew. So 

the people who came from Presidency, or who came from 

Chennai, or big colleges in Delhi, over eighty percent of the 

people hardly knew what was being talked about when we talk 

about Socialism or Communism, or the First and Second 

International. These are the names which were dropped, so 

you were petrified, you had to state arguments or you would be 

outcast. So it was an unrealistic era, but enjoyable.

 So do you think JNU affected the way you worked after 

leaving?

 Oh yes, it helped me. Of that generation, we owe 

everything to JNU. Talking to you is a part of JNU. Talking with 

confidence is a part of JNU. JNU of the 70s and 80s had a great 

contribution to make, and anybody of that generation who talks 

to you has JNU and its environment to thank. The environment 

was unique but you could not take it in isolation. It was a part of 

India, but those were the days when you had easy access to 

rooms, whatever food was there available; people in their free 

time would go to Priya Cinema, that sort of thing. It was a world 

Lakshmi:

Sh. Bedi:

Wafa:

Sh. Bedi:
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Smt. Shano Devi, Senior Assistant, Coordinator Office passed away on 26 October, 2010.

  
Shri Ishwar Singh-II, Safaikaramchari passed away on 5 October, 2010.

We extend our condolences to the bereaved families.

of its own, but how long could you have stayed in that world of 

its own? That was the question.

 What would you say was one of your most memorable 

experiences or memories?

 The very fact that I was in JNU. Sixty to seventy 

percent of the people who were at JNU at that time are in IAS 

and IFS. Others have made remarkable names for themselves 

in academics. Nowadays you see much more of parochialism, 

regionalism, religion, all that was not there then. But  JNU was 

above all these things. There was a total absence of all these 

things which are a great blight on society. You never felt that 

you were in the company of a Sikh, or a Hindu, or a Christian.

What's your message to the current student 

community?

 Oh my message is that sometimes you feel upset in 

the sense that those days have slipped away, but again I say 

that it is not possible to live in isolation. This was supposed to 

Lakshmi:

Sh. Bedi:

Wafa: 

Sh. Bedi:

be a model university, it was supposed to be different from 

others, but slowly it's become like any other university. Now 

you find all sorts of castes, religion, communalism, all sorts of 

parties here. There are some parties talking about anti-

imperialism and anti- USA but they are not resisting. The world 

has changed. The student movement here is a much weakened 

movement. Previously the movement meant something. When 

there was going to be a strike, I still remember, there would be 

a huge debate on whether we should go for a strike or not, 

because a strike was like the last weapon in our hands. When 

Vietnam was liberated there was a big procession, we had 

slogans like "Ho-ho- Ho Chi Minh, we shall fight, we shall win". 

And the debates during the elections, between the Left and the 

Free Thinkers, were very entertaining, there's no doubt about 

it.

Interviewed by : Wafa Hamid and Lakshmi Menon

Research Scholars, Centre for English Studies, SLLCS

e'kgwj vFkZ'kkL=h vkSj f'k{kkfon~ rkil etwenkj ¼86½ dk 'kqØokj] 15 vDVwcj] 2010 dks lk;a fu/ku gks x;kA og fiNys dqN fnuksa 
ls chekj py jgs FksA rkil etwenkj tokgjyky usg: fo'ofo|ky; ds tkfdj gqlSu lsaVj QkWj ,tqds'ku ,aM LVMht ds 
laLFkkid ,oa v/;{k jgsA blds vykok Hkkjr ljdkj }kjk f'k{kk ds fy, rkil etwenkj desVh Hkh cukbZ xbZ Fkh ftlds og 
v/;{k FksA mUgksusa 1948 ls 1970 rd dksydkrk ds iszflMsalh dkWyst esa i<+k;k Fkk vkSj mlds ckn ts,u;w esa i<++k;kA crkSj 
f'k{kkfon~ ,oa vFkZ'kkL=h ds rkSj ij etwenkj dk fo'ks"k LFkku gSA mUgksaus dbZ e'kgwj O;fDr;ksa dks f'k{kk nh ftlesa e'kgwj 
vFkZ'kkL=h ,oa ukscy iqjLdkj fotsrk veR;Z lsu dk uke 'kkfey gSA

lkHkkj] fgUnqLrku nSfud

vFkZ'kkL=h vkSj f'k{kkfon~ etwenkj dk fu/ku

Obituary



19

Photo Gallery

5

4

3

1. A delegation headed by Prof. Rajesh Chandra, Vice-Chancellor and 

President, University of South Pacific visited JNU and met Prof. B.B. 

Bhattacharya, Vice-Chancellor on 3 September, 2010. Photo shows (from 

right) Prof. B.B. Bhattacharya; Prof. R. Kumar, Special Advisor to VC and 

the members of the delegation.

2. Centre for the Study of Social Systems, School of Social Sciences 

organized a  Citizen  Learning for Global Democracy Workshop on 

"Trajectories of Citizen Learning for Global Democracy: Challenges and 

Opportunities" on 4 September, 2010. Photo shows Prof. G.K. Chadha, 

CEO, South Asian University (third from left) along with other delegates.

3. A delegation headed by Prof. Pnnie Lang, Pro-Vice-Chancellor, University 

of New South Wales (UNSW), Sydney, Australia visited JNU on 14 

September, 2010 and met Prof. B.B. Bhattacharya, Vice-Chancellor. Photo 

shows Prof. B.B. Bhattacharya, Vice-Chancellor presenting memento to 

Prof. Richard Henry, Deputy Vice-Chancellor (UNSW)

4. Prof. B.B. Bhattacharya, Vice-Chancellor inaugurating the JNU Convention 

Centre on 20 September, 2010.

5. A four member delegation from Embassy of the State of ERITREA visited 

JNU on 23 September, 2010. Photo shows (from left) Dr. S. 

Chandersekaran, Coordinator (Ev.), and Prof. Harjit Singh, Chairperson, 

standing committee on International Collaboration with the members of 

the delegation.

6. A delegation headed by Prof. Dr. Juergen Kreft, Centre for Microbiology, 

University of Wurzburg, Germany visited JNU to discuss areas of 

exchange and collaboration on 28 September, 2010. Photo shows (from 

right) Prof. Harjit Singh, Chairperson, Standing Committee on 

International Collaboration; Prof. Sonajharia Minz, Dean, School of 

Computer & Systems Sciences with the members of the delegation.
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7. Centre for Japanese, Korean and North East Asian Studies, School of 
Language, Literature & Culture Studies organized an International 
Conference on "Understanding Korea: A Cross Cultural Perspective" on 8 
October, 2010. Photo shows, Mr. Tajender Khanna, Lieutenant Governor of 
Delhi (Middle) lighting the inaugration lamp during the function.

8. A delegation headed by Sir Timothy O' Shea, Vice-Chancellor, University of 
Edinburgh visited JNU on 13 October, 2010 and met Prof. B.B. 
Bhattacharya, Vice-Chancellor. Photo shows (from left) Dr. Amrita 
Sadarangani, Head-India Liaison Office; Sir Timothy O' Shea; Prof. R. 
Kumar, Special Advisor to VC; Prof. B.B. Bhattacharya and Dr. S. 
Chandersekaran, Coordinator (Ev). 

9. Centre for the Study of Law and Governance, JNU launched a book 
"Exclusion and Discrimination: Concepts, Perspectives and Challenges" on 
19 October, 2010. Photo shows (from left) Sri Raja Sekhar Vundru, IAS; 
Prof. Sukhadeo Thorat, Chairperson, UGC; Justice K.G. Balakrishnan; 
Prof. K.S. Chalam, Member, UPSC and Prof. Amita Singh, CSLG.

10. A delegation from University of Notre Dame, USA comprising of
Dr. Thomas G. Boorish, Provost and Dr. Jonathan Noble, Advisor Asia 
visited JNU on 22 October, 2010 to explore academic opportunities for 
collaboration between the two Universities. Photo shows (from left)
Dr. Thomas G. Boorish, Dr. Jonathan Noble, Prof. Ramadhikari Kumar, 
Special Advisor to VC and Dr. S. Chandersekaran, Coordinator (Ev.)
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