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The symbol is a graphic statement which stands for international academic
exchange and onwards search of knowledge for the betterment of human being.

The overlapping circular segments of the design denote global interaction,
creating a flame emitting enlightenment, this flame emerges out of the traditional Indian
'diya’ (lamp)-a source of Light, Understanding and Brotherhood.

The designis also representative of the rose-bud closely associated with the name of Pt.
Jawaharlal Nehru.

~ A journal of Jawaharlal
Nehru University. It serves
to bridge the information
gap and tries to initiate
constant dialogue between
various consitituents of the
University community as
well as with the rest of the
academic world. Views
expressed are those of
the contributors and not
necessarily of JNU News.
All articles and reports
published in it may be
freely reproduced with
acknowledgment.

.,gé JNU News is a bimonthly

N
(—
d
(— )

An interview with
Prof. Deepak Kumar, Chairperson,
Media Research Centre,

SIg # 2T feaw
ufed gager Rrags 7 Sgeg
eI AT

Conference on India and ASEAN in
the Asia-Pacific: Strategies.....

Lecture on "The Lost Lemuria and
the Kumari Continent"

28" Small Meeting on Yeast
Transport and Energetics ....

Workshop on "Rethinking India's
Local Governance: Poverty, ....
HRT BT IHD! ATRfTd IRORTIT
& g8 93 S Gebdl &
SIGY. H AMfgar Seraredl &
IR TR TS

SIUTg A UHEe Wi R
BT IS

SR # UEeT gIeod AR
T @R AT

An interview with
Sh. Harpal Singh Bedi,
Media Person

2-3

10

11

16-18




An Interview with Prof. Deepak Kumar, Zakir Husain Centre for Educational
Studies and Chairperson, Media Research Centre, School of Social Sciences

Lakshmi: When did your
association with JNU begin?

Prof. Kumar: Well I've been
teaching here for the past twelve
years but I knew the place from '75
onwards so I think 70 onwards
when it was formed, I was studying
at Patna University at that time. And
of course Delhi was far off and a
new institution being established. I
wouldn't leave my university — Patna University - for a new
experiment but I knew that this experiment was going to be
successful. We used to discuss in Patna the relevance of a new
Central University coming up and bringing very fine scholars
from different parts of the country to JNU so we knew that this
will be an important educational experiment and in '75 when I
came to Delhi looking for a job then JNU was an obvious place
to visit. I stayed in one of your hostels — I don't remember if I
was a legal guest or an illegal guest — but this was part of the
fun to be in JNU. And I immediately got a job at Kurukshetra
University to teach History. I remember as a teacher at
Kurukshetra University I looked to the curriculum at JNU as a
model. We tried to introduce changes in our respective
curriculums based on JNU, and of course its spiritual views,
discussions, the quality of debate, especially in the '70s has
beenlegendary. Ithinkitinfluencedthe whole generation, soin
that sense I've been a beneficiary of JNU. And I joined JNU late
in life but as I said JNU as an educational experiment did
influence most of us.

Wafa: How different was the teaching experience at JNU from
your time at Kurukshetra University?

Prof. Kumar: JNU is mini-India, so that is our plus point.
Unlike other universities, we go the students' doorstep to
conduct our exams and get them. So that makes the real, real
difference. To teachin JNU is also challenging in the sense that
we get students from all strata of the society, different
backgrounds, and it makes teaching more interesting, varied
andto alarge extent exciting.

Wafa: You're instrumental in setting up the new Centre for
Media Researchin the School of Social Sciences. Can you tell us
more about it? What are the basic aims you have in mind at this
stage?

Prof. Kumar: A couple of months ago, I heard about 3
centres being established in the university thanks to the UGC
committee that has visited us, and in its wisdom sanctioned

these centres. Media has always been significant from the
point of view of Indian democracy, Indian civil society and to a
large extent our culture. I'm sure other centres in the School of
Social Sciences, in the School of Language, Literature and
Culture Studies must have promoted studies related to media—
at the MPhil dissertation level, at the PhD level, etc. In the
country, we have institutions devoted to media studies which
cater to editing qualities, reporting, and several other aspects
of journalism; we have IIMC on our own campus. However, a
need was felt where media should be subjected to rigorous
research through interdisciplinary perspectives. The Centre
for Media Research would try to serve this need. When it will be
different from media studies, we would be basically focussed
on MPhil and PhD work which would scrutinise the significance
of, relevance of, evolution of media in our country from a
comparative perspective of different social science disciplines.
Ahistorian, a sociologist, a media expert, a political scientist or
law scholar interested in the role of media would require them
to look at media from these perspectives. I want to beginon a
humble note. I want the centre to become a centre of
excellence on this important theme — gradually, slowly. We
may like to begin the courses, advertise the coursesin 2012 but
before that a lot of homework has to be done. We have to think
of the curriculum which has to be different, has to be new
according to JNU's tradition, and I'm thinking to organise a
brainstorming meeting sometime in December or early next
year of the scholars interested in media research in different
parts of the country to tell us what the gaps are, where we can
provide anincisive analytical view and how would we formulate
the curriculum, where do we get the faculty from - all this has
to be thought out and I think in a year's time we should be able
to organise a national level seminar and see that the course
curriculum etc are put on a sound footing before we advertise
its beginning in February 2012. There are several dimensions
which we need to keep in mind — I've prepared a small vision
document where we have tried to locate the niche areas — for
example media and civil society, Indian economy, culture,
science, environment consciousness. Fortunately I am not
ohsessed with political dimensions which occupy a lot of media
attention. There's a lot of politics in our media, whether
electronic or otherwise. But I'd like to diversify, personally, it
depends on the faculty which comes in and their interest but
personally I'd like a less political emphasis on our curriculum
and see that the marginal sections of the society- women,
sports, science and technology, our folk culture and
dimensions which have not so far been adequately probed are
reflected in the curriculum and the dissertation which our
students workon.




I'msure the Centre will have a bright future. I'm already getting
almost every week a couple of letters and queries, telephone
calls about the centre and about the plans for it. So I'm sure
that when the centre is properly set up, the faculty will be
enthused with the response which we are likely to get. My
hunch is that we are going to be one of the most popular
centres, and I also hope that we would cater to an important
social need and requirement. Media has become enormously
influential in our country and elsewhere as well. It has entered
our bedroom, entered our study, it's everywhere and there are
many things which can be said as its strong point but there are
many others which should and could have been avoided, and
media needs some kind of introspection which our centre
would aim at providing.

Lakshmi: Since it's a very inter-disciplinary approach that
you're going to take, will you be collaborating with a lot of other
Centres?

Prof. Kumar: Of course, of course, we look forward to
collaboration not only within JNU but even outside. Recently I
visited Chennai and had the opportunity to meet the faculty at
the Asian College of Journalism and they were very enthused. I
met the director Mr Sasi Kumar, Aravind Sivaramakrishnan, Dr
Nagarajan, the faculty, and they were so happy and we
discussed quite a bit. So definitely the centre would be a
collaborative effort, not only within JNU the different centres
we seek to collaborate with and seek the help of in terms of not
only formulating curriculum but also as guest lecturers, to help
run the courses, organise meetings, seminars etc. You know, a
centre would become vibrant only if it's very open. I look
forwardto all the centres contributing.

New Deans/ Chairpersons

& Prof. AK. Dhingra as Chairperson, Centre of Spanish,
Portuguese, Italian and Latin American Studies, School of
Language, Literature & Culture Studies

& Prof. K.P. Vijayalakshmi as Chairperson, Centre for
Canadian, US and Latin American Studies, School of
International Studies

@ Dr. Alka Acharya, Centre for East Asian Studies, School of
International Studies as Foreign Students Advisor

& Prof. Binod Khadria, Zakir Husain Centre for Educational
Studies, School of Social Sciences tenure of appointment as
part time Chief Vigilance Officer has been extended for
further period of two years

Administration
@ ShriGangaRam as Helper Mess, IHA

We have a vision statement, but I want to emphasise on that
we're beginning on a very humble note, not great promises.
Once it starts moving, once the Centreis onthe right track, then
only we would think of saying we've developed a vision again.
It's avision that keeps evolving and growing. And with the help
of the colleagues who agree to serve with us and other
colleagues who are in the JNU community, and the whole JNU
community- not just from one centre or school, the faculty and
students as a whole, because I know that media affects the
lives of all of us and they would be interested.

Lakshmi: What message would you have to the JNU
community?

Prof. Kumar: I would seek their wholehearted support. As I
said, media is all around us, media serves a great educational
purpose as well as serves our social and other requirements —
social, political, democratic requirements. The JNU community
is an intellectually conscious, politically vibrant community
which has contributed to media; many of our students are in
media these days. I expect that they would give us their
feedback, contribute to us in terms of curriculum framing, in
terms of new ideas- what the centre should be, what ought to
be done, frames of reference, in future seminar themes and of
course, their participation.

Interviewed by : Wafa Hamid and Lakshmi Menon
Research Scholars, Centre for English Studies, SLLCS

@ ShriBhairavDuttas Helper Mess, IHA
Retirements/Resignations

& Dr. Padmini Mongia, Associate Professor, Centre for
English Studies, School of Language, Literature and Culture
Studies

& Prof. Rakesh Kumar Gupta, Centre for Political Studies,
School of Social Sciences

Prof. S.K. Sareen, Centre for English Studies, School of
Language, Literature and Culture Studies

Sh. Vijay Kumar Mehra, Assistant, Collaboration Unit
Sh. Chander Pal—1I, Sanitary Guide, Sanitation Cell
Sh.Ram Kanwar-I, Security Guard, Security Branch
Sh. Dilmohan Singh, Driver
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@ @ Prof. Jayati Ghosh, Centre for Economic Studies and Planning, School of Social Sciences has received the
‘ot TInternational Research Prize in Social Sciences 2010 of the NordSud Fondazione Pescarabruzzo, Itlay.

h # Prof. N. Kamala, Centre for French & Francophone Studies, School of Language, Literature & Culture Studies has been
" honoured on the occasion of the 25" Anniversary of the Association of Indian Teachers of French (AITF), with a Gold medal
w and a certificate in recognition of their contribution to the development of French & Francophone Studies in India.
o

@ Prof. Kiran Chaudhry, Centre for French & Francophone Studies, School of Language, Literature & Culture Studies
has been honoured on the occasion of the 25" Anniversary of the Association of Indian Teachers of French (AITF), with a Gold
medal and a certificate in recognition of their contribution to the development of French & Francophone Studies in India.

4 Dr. Dinesh Mohan, School of Environmental Sciences has been honored with the Hiyoshi Environmental Award 2009
' given by Hiyoshi Corporation Japan for outstanding contribution in doing fundamental research for Environmental
1 Conservationand Protection. The award comprises of amomento, cash prize and a ation.
# Dr. Ashish Agnihotri, Centre for French & Francophone Studies, School of Language, Literature & Culture Studies has
g' been honoured on the occasion of their 25" Anniversary of the Association of Indian Teachers of French (AITF), with a Gold
;, medal and a certificate in recognition of their contribution to the development of French & Francophone Studies in India.

H # Dr. Sanjay Bhardwaj, South Asian Studies, Centre for South Central Southeast Asian & South West Pacific Studies,
= =  School of International Studies has been awarded "Sir Ratan Tata Fellowship-2009-10" by London School of Economics and
m Political Science, London.There is only one successful application per year for the Fellowship. He will be placed in LSE to
pursue his research on'Bangladesh studies'.
ﬁ @ Dr. Atul Kumar Johri, School of Life Sciences was awarded an Indo-US Research Professorship to visit Rodert Stroud
v g at the University of California, San Francisco to perform a research project entited "Structural Studies of a Phosphate
{ ! transporter gene (PiPT) from endophytic fungus "Piriformospora Indica".

"Prostitution in the Asian Region: How Legitimate Is Its legalisation" has been selected for presentation at the 2" Congress
of the Asian Association of Women's Studies under the theme "Debating Gender Justice in Asia" to be held from 9-11
December, 2010 in Georgetown, Penang, Malaysia.VG

a 4 Mr. Subir Rana, Research Scholar, Centre for the Study of Social Systems, School of Social Sciences, paper entitled

' Mr. Shakti Prasad Srichandan, Research Scholar, Centre for

M} European Studies, School of International  Studies
presenting his acclaimed painting —'Blood and Buddha: The
Legend of Ashoka the Great' to Vice Chancellor, Prof. B.B
Bhattacharya.
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Conference on India and ASEAN in the Asia-Pacific: Strategies and Challenges

The Centre for South, Central, Southeast Asian and Southwest
Pacific Studies organised an international conference in the
School of International Studies. The theme of the conference
was "India and ASEAN in the Asia-Pacific: Strategies and
Challenges." The seminar saw participation from the ASEAN
Embassies and High Commissions, Delhi-based Universities
and Research Institutes, distinguished scholars from different
universities based in the provinces. The seminar dealt with
different aspects of India-ASEAN Relations in a wider context
of fundamental transformations taking place in the Asia-Pacific
in terms of structures of relationships, avenues for
cooperation and integration, and new-emerging challenges
facing the region. Prof. R Kumar, Special Advisor to the Vice-
Chancellor, welcomed the delegates of the seminar and

congratulated Prof. Ganganath Jha, Convenor of the Seminar,
for taking such aninitiative.

Amb. Shashank, the former Foreign Secretary, Ministry of
External Affairs inaugurated the conference and delivered the
keynote address. While acknowledging the centrality of ASEAN
in India's eastward engagement, he laid emphasis on
important contribution of ASEAN in India's strategic presence
in the Asia-Pacific. Amb. Shashank also highlighted India's
importance for ASEAN as a vibrant democracy, in the fight
against terrorism, and in tackling several other non-traditional
security issues.

The first session focused on the Emerging Strategic Landscape
in the Asia-Pacific marked by multiple stories of growth, the




rise of new power centres, shift from labour intensive
economies to capital-intensive economies, signs of multiple
democratic revolutions taking place within existing
authoritarian regimes, intense competition over resources,
rapidly expanding canvas of ASEAN multilateral processes, and
growing demand for a new Pan-Asia-Pacific Security
architecture that could address new security challenges facing
the region. Prof. Varun Sahni, Vice-Chancellor of Jammu
University, suggested "cooperative security" as an alternative
for a stable order in Asia that will undermine China, reduce the
U.S. influence, and facilitate the development of Asia as a
political and security community. However, concerns are being
expressed about limited progress achieved in the past through
such measures. The ASEAN Regional Forum in this context was
discussedin detail.

During the second session, 'Towards Asian Economic
Community' speakers highlighted the growing importance of
Asia in global economics, multiple efforts with the centrality of
ASEAN towards integration in East Asia, and immense
opportunities the process of integration offers to both India
and ASEAN economies in the coming decades. However these
processes have also faced challenges from different quarters
in the form of lack of consensus over the nature and scope of
East Asian economic integration, efforts of some countries
towards exclusive regionalism and prevailing unwillingness
among some countries in the region to incur short-term losses
for long-term benefits. While Indiafinds itself getting more and
more integrated with the East Asian economies, it has faced
resistance from China and some ASEAN countries against its
inclusion in the East Asian economic community-building
process.

The third session on 'Multilateral Institutions in the Asia-
Pacific: A Road Ahead' saw an in-depth discussion over — the
state of affairs of existing multilateral institutions, the growing
recognition of the multilateralism as a standard strategic
practice by the countries of the Asia-Pacific for interest
emphasized on the broad contours of emerging strategic
architecture in the region, the interests of key actors in the
region, and the inter-relationships of these key players within
the region. Two case specific experiences — India's soft power
engagement with ASEAN and Australia's Asia policy — drew
special attention. Though speakers applauded efforts being
taken by the Indian government towards people-to-people
contact, cooperation in education sector, cultural diplomacy,
capacity building programmes in Southeast Asia, concerns
were expressed regarding the low level of these engagements,

feronce

especially when compared with the efforts made by countries
like China or Japan. Amb. A N Ram identified the soft-power
based engagement as the third phase of India's Look East
Policy since 2008-09, and expressed hope that India's
ASEAN-+1 summit level interaction will soon be elevated to
ASEAN+4 framework of engagement.

The fourth session, 'Emerging Security Challenges in the Asia-
Pacific', was chaired by the Malaysian High Commissioner, H.E.
Dato' Tan Seng Sung. The discussion highlighted (a) prevailing
security challenges to the region with energy security,
maritime security, threat of a rising China, and (b) country-
specific threat perceptions and responses. There has been a
growing energy demand from the rising Asian economies,
consequent energy shortages, which, inturn, has led to the rise
of global energy prices. China's rise as a threat and maritime
security were identified as key security issues for Japan.

The last session on, 'India and the Asia-Pacific: New Areas of
Engagement', of the conference deliberated over some of the
pertinent issues facing India's long-term strategy in the Asia-
Pacific, taking into consideration newer dimensions being
addedto the country's eastward engagement.

Two important dimensions that drew attention from the
speakers were — expansion in the geographical canvas of the
Look East Policy with the effective incorporation of East Asia
and the South Pacific, and growing linkages between India's
north-eastern states and Southeast Asia. The presentations
also highlighted fundamental transformation taking place in
the structures of relations in the Asia-Pacific and their
increasing influence on India's bilateral relations, with special
reference to India-Australia strategic engagement. Identifying
the Asia-Pacific as 'the region of the future,' Amb. Rajiv Sikri
emphasized on the need of building the network of FTAs, the
development of India's northeast, focus on the BIMSTEC, and
enhancing maritime cooperation with the countries of the Asia-
Pacific. It was also suggested that the ASEAN-centric foreign
policy approach gave New Delhi opportunities to build




formidable institutional linkages including bilateral relations
with select countries. In fact, the future of India's greater role
in the region also depends on the progress made in the
BIMSTEC and the Mekong-Ganga Sub-region.

In his concluding remarks, the Chairperson of the
CSCSEASWPS, Prof. Ganganath Jha thanked all the

participants, speakers, the chairs and students who took part
inthe proceedings of this two-day conference.

Ganga Nath Jha,Chairperson
Centre for South Central Southeast
Asian & South West Pacific Studies, SIS

Lecture on "The Lost Lemuria and the Kumari Continent"

The Centre of Indian Languages organized a lecture on The
Lost Lemuria and the Kumari Continent on 17 September, 2010.
Dr. N. Mahalingam a industrialist scholar of Tamilnadu made a
presentation of the research on the subject which he has been
pursuing with a team of experts in astronomy, Vedic studies;
ancient history and archaeology. He proposed an alternate
view of the history of Ancient Asia heavily relying on a re-
examination of the nine ancient calendar systems including the
Saptarishi calendar. Some of the dates proposed by him are;
Asoka lived in 12B.C and Lord Buddha in the 18" century B.C. In
the second part of his lecture he talked about the theory of
existence of Lemuria, a submerged land beyond in the
Indonesian group of islands. After the great deluge three
groups of people moved in different directions, the third being
the people of Kumarikandam who moved out around one lakh
years ago. He correlates it with the reference in Tamil

literature to the lost Kumarikandam. He opined that the Indus
Valley culture is also as old as these and the later Indian
culture is the offshoot of the same culture. A lively debate
followed in which his views were challenged. The speaker
agreed that it is only a conjecture based on scientific study of
old calendars and archaeology which need to be
substaintiated.

Prof. Sankar Basu, Dean of SLL&CS was the chair and Prof.
Krishnaswamy Nachimuthu, Chairperson of CIL introduced the
speaker.

At the end Dr. N. Mahalingam presented two sets of about two
dozen books published in English and Hindi on studies and
translation of Tamil classics to the JNU Library.

Krishnaswamy Nachimuthu, Chairperson,
Centre of Indian Languages, SLL&CS

28" Small Meeting on Yeast Transport and Energetics

The 28" SMYTE (Small Meeting on Yeast Transport and
Energetics) was co-sponsored and organized by the School of
Life Sciences and Special Centre for Molecular Medicine, JNU,
at Heritage Village, Manesar, Gurgaon. The organzing
committee included Rajendra Prasad, Shyamal K. Goswami, G.
Mukhopadhyaya, K. Natarajan, Sneh Lata Bhadoriya, Tulika

was attended by over 100 participants and included more than
sixty Scientists from 17 countries. The scientific programme
included invited talks and several poster presentations.
Traditionally, SMYTE is structured to stimulate interaction and
discussion on the most recent achievements in the area of
yeast transporters but keeping in view the growing importance
of MDR transporters of cancer cells, it was decided to have a
complete dedicated session on Cancer & VYeast Cells
Transporters and Energetics. Among the eminent scientists
who attended the meeting was Dr. Michael Gottesman, Deputy
Director for Intramural Research, NIH who discussed "New
Developments in Multidrug Resistance in Cancer". Many more
aspects of transport and energetics in Saccharomyces
cerevisiae and non-conventional yeasts were discussed during
this meeting.

Rajendra Prasad, Professor
School of Life Sciences




Workshop on "Rethinking India's Local Governance: Poverty, Participation and

Political Society"

The Centre for the Study of Law and Governance, Jawaharlal
Nehru University, organized a workshop on 22 October, 2010 in
collaboration with The University of Sheffield, United Kingdom;
Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, Calcutta and Centre for
Development Studies, Trivandrum.

The workshop was chaired by Prof. Kuldeep Mathur, former
Academic Director of the Centre for the Study of Law and
Governance, who noted that many institutions have come up at
various levels of governance which are considered to be a part
of the wave of decentralized governance initiated by national
government but actually they are independent agencies, who
are working on their own. Scholars like Dr. Dwaipayan
Bhattacharya, Dr. Binitha V. Thampi, Prof. Deb Narayan, Dr.
Rajarshi Dasgupta from India and Dr. Glyn Williams, Dr. Sailaja
Nandigama from abroad participated in this day long
workshop.

The workshop was divided into three sessions around the
theme of poverty, participation and political society: state
strategies, policy questions and recommendations. Each
session was followed by a discussion round which was highly
interactive. The core question which was addressed in all the
papers presented by the scholars was 'to what extent do
participatory initiatives within local governance enhance the
opportunities for political empowerment.' All the scholars, on

the basis of fieldwork in Kerala and West Bengal, argued that
there is a huge difference between the official story, i.e. the
aims and intentions of a policy interpreted by the implementing
agencies and the ground realities, i.e. the lived experiences of
the marginalized groups. According to them, this difference is
due to reasons such as political party composition, level of
development, the type of economy, etc.

At the end of the workshop, Dr. Amit Prakash proposed a vote
of thanks for the participants from different schools and
institutions, faculty members, university administration,
students and collaborators for all kinds of support to organize
this workshop.

Rukmani, Reasearch Scholar
Centre for the Study of Law & Governance
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surrounded by two powerful neighbours — Russia and China,
Mongolia has had a peculiar geo-strategic situation of being
land-locked. Its location at the crossroads of Central Asia,
North East Asia, Far East, China and Russia further enhances
the importance of Mongolia. Mongolia is the seventh largest
country in Asia in terms of its territory but population wise it is
one of the smallest. The Mongol expansion under Chinggis
Khan left a significant impact of the nomadic peoples of Inner
Asiaonthe sedentary world.




At the turn of the twenty first century, Mongolia has been trying
to overcome its geographical disadvantage of being a
landlocked state and is striving to open itself to the outside
world despite being surrounded by two giant powers — Russia
and China. Moreover, in the post-Cold War security
environment of Mongolia, bilateral and multilateral
cooperation has become the key factor of regional dynamismin
the Asia-Pacific. With the collapse of the USSR and the end of
the Cold War, the geopolitical situation of Mongolia was
altered. Mongolia now seeks to ensure the security of its own
existence by strictly observing the policy of not allowing the
use of the country's territory against other States, ensuring its
Nuclear-Weapon-Free-Zone status at the international level
and making it an important element of strengthening the
country's security by political means. China, on the other hand,
wants to build up its power base in North East Asia.

As regards India and Mongolia, both countries have had
civilisational links spanning over a period of 2,700 years
despite being geographically far away.
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An interview with
Sh. Harpal Singh Bedi, Media Person

Lakshmi: How did your association
with JNU start?

Sh. Bedi: You see, I'm from Kashmir,
so I hadn't been in Delhi. I'd seen
this advertisement in the papers,
saying that if they call you for
interview, they would pay for your
to-and-fro train fare, so that
brought me here. I filled the form,
but little did I think that I would come here. So they called me,
and I thought "let me see Delhi". I did not think that I would
settle down here or stay put here. Then I met, on the first day
here, a lot of different groups. There were hardly five or six
people. The rest from other places- somebody was from Tamil
Nadu, somebody was from Gujarat, somebody from Bhopal. I
was interested in International Relations, and we had the
School of International Studies in Ferozshah Road, so I got
selected here. Twenty people got in and it was the first batch of
the SIS for MA.

Ms. Katyayani Dalmia “Exploring Disciplinary Genres:
'Real Stories in Fiction and Ethnography”, Dr. Harish
Naraindas

Centre for Philosophy

Ms. Prachi Sinha “Meaning and Its Communications: A
Study of Wittgenstein's Philosophy of Language”, Dr.
Manidipa Sen

Centre for the Study of Law & Governance

Ms. Shalija Narendra Joshi “From Government Towards
Governance in India: Comparative Case Studies of
Institutional Change in Departments of Government of India”,
Dr. Navroz K. Dubash

Ms. Aashita Dawer “Economics of Water Rights in India”, Dr.
Navroz K Dubash and Jaivir Singh

Mr. Pawas Suren “Entitlements in Community Forestry: Case
Study in Jharkhand”, Dr. Jaivir Singh

Wafa: How would you comment on the student- teacher
relationship at JNU?

Sh. Bedi: See, I don't know how things are these days, butin my
time it was totally different. Actually, come to think of it, it was a
very unrealistic world. It was a very small university, and
everybody knew everybody, so when I say I knew someone
very well, it doesn't mean he was a good friend of mine, but you
used to meet everyone. Because, you know, it was two hostels,
everybody knew everybody. You had to meet somebody —not to
say that everyone was a great friend of each others', but you
could say that T have spent some good days with him'. So it was
avery unrealistic world in the sense that you could all be in your
own world, there was no problem of the fact that you should get
a room. Some people could not get a room and there were no
restrictions. And it lasted for five to six or seven years,
whenever it was. But it was too good to last long. So the teacher
and student relationship was really nice. You could go to any
teacher's house. Or the teachers used to come to the hostels...




The classes were very small. I think when you write about
these things you should be careful that when the people of my
generation talk, you should not forget that those were different
days. Different days- if you go to any school, any college, any
university, the first batch will always have the advantage of
knowing people, so they'll talk of their 'good old days'.
Everybody talks about the good old days. Those days may not
be here now, but that situation has also changed. There were —
I don't know how many students are there now — but there
were only one thousand students then. And if you have six
hundred or eight hundred students and two parties, SFI and
AISA onone side and the Free Thinkers on the other —you don't
even know where the Free Thinker is now. I was a Free Thinker.
So those were the only clear polarisations of the politics. And
we were too small a university and very hyped up: it was hyped
up, whether it was realistic or not, and anybody we meet from
the 70s or 80s generation will talk about big things, like 'we
could do this' because we were allowed to do it. There was so
much of space. Now you cannot do it because there is no space.
It was a student life; those who wanted to study could study
and those who didn't want to study could loiter around, some
would be after girls, or spend time in the canteens. But one
good thing, the only good thing about this place that I know till
now is that there was never any eve teasing. And this is very
remarkable in the sense that people came from really different
backgrounds, very different backgrounds. One thing is that this
place gave you self confidence. You could talk with anybody,
whomsoever you wanted. And people used to hide their
identity, they never went around saying that their father is a big
businessman or industrialist or something like that. So one
thing was there was no eve teasing and no communalism at
that time. Now people celebrate Eid or but that time it was very
different. If you used to go to a mosque or gurudwara or
temple, you used to hide it. Nobody used to care who was a
Brahmin, or a Muslim or anything. In the early 70s, the Left was
a very strong movement and competed with Free Thinkers. At
that time people were never branding their religion. One thing
was that the left movement being a strong movement — we
were not Left, but rather anti-Left — but there was something in
the Left which taught you something, and we used to listen to
that, and argue. When you're listening and when you're
arguing, you have to understand what they're saying. You could
not argue for the sake of argument. And the Left had very good
orators like Prakash Karat, Sitaram Yechury and other people
like Anand Kumar, Yogesh Sharma were among the free
thinkers.

But in those days when you're talking about student-teacher
relationships, because of the university being small,
experimental, people coming from different places, they had
easy access to teachers, and teachers also made it possible,
their houses were open anytime so you could go and meet
anybody.

Lakshmi: You were talking about how different the atmosphere
was at JNU back then...

Sh. Bedi: AsItold you, it was a small university. If it had beena
bigger university it would have been like any other university.
Wherever you start, any institution you start, when you're a
group of ten or twelve people you obviously enjoy that. After six
months you'll start thinking, "Oh when I joined this was that or
that was there." After one year you'll start "Oh, six months ago",
so this nostalgia is not good for everybody because what I'm
telling you is because it's what I know. When you tell the
younger generation you'll also talk like this. So we should cut
the nostalgia out. And I mentioned it was an unrealistic world.
Whatever people may say, that we learnt anything, what we
learnt was undone. We were talking about Socialism,
Communism, it just vanished when the Soviet Union collapsed.
Nobody told us that the Soviet Union could collapse so easily.
So a lot of ideas which were driven here had no relevance, but
they were big ideas, big names were dropped, and you were
supposed to know everything, which not everybody knew. So
the people who came from Presidency, or who came from
Chennai, or big colleges in Delhi, over eighty percent of the
people hardly knew what was being talked about when we talk
about Socialism or Communism, or the First and Second
International. These are the names which were dropped, so
you were petrified, you had to state arguments or you would be
outcast. Soitwas anunrealistic era, but enjoyable.

\Wafa: So do you think JNU affected the way you worked after
leaving?

Sh. Bedi: Oh yes, it helped me. Of that generation, we owe
everything to JNU. Talking to you is a part of JNU. Talking with
confidence is a part of JNU. JNU of the 70s and 80s had a great
contribution to make, and anybody of that generation who talks
to you has JNU and its environment to thank. The environment
was unique but you could not take it inisolation. It was a part of
India, but those were the days when you had easy access to
rooms, whatever food was there available; people in their free
time would go to Priya Cinema, that sort of thing. It was a world




of its own, but how long could you have stayed in that world of
itsown? That was the question.

Lakshmi: What would you say was one of your most memorable
experiences or memories?

Sh. Bedi: The very fact that I was in JNU. Sixty to seventy
percent of the people who were at JNU at that time are in IAS
and IFS. Others have made remarkable names for themselves
in academics. Nowadays you see much more of parochialism,
regionalism, religion, all that was not there then. But JNU was
above all these things. There was a total absence of all these
things which are a great blight on society. You never felt that
you were inthe company of a Sikh, or a Hindu, or a Christian.

Wafa: What's your message to the current student
community?

Sh. Bedi: Oh my message is that sometimes you feel upset in
the sense that those days have slipped away, but again I say
that it is not possible to live in isolation. This was supposed to

be a model university, it was supposed to be different from
others, but slowly it's become like any other university. Now
you find all sorts of castes, religion, communalism, all sorts of
parties here. There are some parties talking about anti-
imperialism and anti- USA but they are not resisting. The world
has changed. The student movement here is a much weakened
movement. Previously the movement meant something. When
there was going to be a strike, I still remember, there would be
a huge debate on whether we should go for a strike or not,
because a strike was like the last weapon in our hands. When
Vietnam was liberated there was a big procession, we had
slogans like "Ho-ho- Ho Chi Minh, we shall fight, we shall win".
And the debates during the elections, between the Left and the
Free Thinkers, were very entertaining, there's no doubt about
it.

Interviewed by : Wafa Hamid and Lakshmi Menon
Research Scholars, Centre for English Studies, SLLCS
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Smt. Shano Devi, Senior Assistant, Coordinator Office passed away on 26 October, 2010.

Shri Ishwar Singh-II, Safaikaramchari passed away on 5 October, 2010.

We extend our condolences to the bereaved families.
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e itizen Learning for Global Democracy

] Public Meeting
- Trajectories of Citizen Learning for Global Democracy:
i Challenges and Opportunities

05:30 PM. September 04, 2010

School of Social Sciences Auditorium
Nehru Universi hi

A delegation headed by Prof. Rajesh Chandra, Vice-Chancellor and
President, University of South Pacific visited JNU and met Prof. B.B.
Bhattacharya, Vice-Chancellor on 3 September, 2010. Photo shows (from
right) Prof. B.B. Bhattacharya; Prof. R. Kumar, Special Advisor to VC and
the members of the delegation.

Centre for the Study of Social Systems, School of Social Sciences
organized a Citizen Learning for Global Democracy Workshop on
"Trajectories of Citizen Learning for Global Democracy: Challenges and
Opportunities" on 4 September, 2010. Photo shows Prof. G.K. Chadha,
CEO, South Asian University (third from left) along with other delegates.

A delegation headed by Prof. Pnnie Lang, Pro-Vice-Chancellor, University
of New South Wales (UNSW), Sydney, Australia visited JNU on 14
September, 2010 and met Prof. B.B. Bhattacharya, Vice-Chancellor. Photo
shows Prof. B.B. Bhattacharya, Vice-Chancellor presenting memento to
Prof. Richard Henry, Deputy Vice-Chancellor (UNSW)

Prof. B.B. Bhattacharya, Vice-Chancellor inaugurating the JNU Convention
Centre on 20 September, 2010.

A four member delegation from Embassy of the State of ERITREA visited
JNU on 23 September, 2010. Photo shows (from left) Dr. S.
Chandersekaran, Coordinator (Ev.), and Prof. Harjit Singh, Chairperson,
standing committee on International Collaboration with the members of
the delegation.

A delegation headed by Prof. Dr. Juergen Kreft, Centre for Microbiology,
University of Wurzburg, Germany visited JNU to discuss areas of
exchange and collaboration on 28 September, 2010. Photo shows (from
right) Prof. Harjit Singh, Chairperson, Standing Committee on
International Collaboration; Prof. Sonajharia Minz, Dean, School of
Computer & Systems Sciences with the members of the delegation.
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7. Centre for Japanese, Korean and North East Asian Studies, School of
Language, Literature & Culture Studies organized an International
Conference on "Understanding Korea: A Cross Cultural Perspective" on 8
October, 2010. Photo shows, Mr. Tajender Khanna, Lieutenant Governor of
Delhi (Middle) lighting the inaugration lamp during the function.

8. A delegation headed by Sir Timothy O' Shea, Vice-Chancellor, University of
Edinburgh visited JNU on 13 October, 2010 and met Prof. B.B.
Bhattacharya, Vice-Chancellor. Photo shows (from left) Dr. Amrita
Sadarangani, Head-India Liaison Office; Sir Timothy O' Shea; Prof. R.
Kumar, Special Advisor to VC; Prof. B.B. Bhattacharya and Dr. S.
Chandersekaran, Coordinator (Ev).

9. Centre for the Study of Law and Governance, JNU launched a book
"Exclusion and Discrimination: Concepts, Perspectives and Challenges" on
19 October, 2010. Photo shows (from left) Sri Raja Sekhar Vundru, IAS;
Prof. Sukhadeo Thorat, Chairperson, UGC; Justice K.G. Balakrishnan;
Prof. K.S. Chalam, Member, UPSC and Prof. Amita Singh, CSLG.

10. A delegation from University of Notre Dame, USA comprising of
Dr. Thomas G. Boorish, Provost and Dr. Jonathan Noble, Advisor Asia
visited JNU on 22 October, 2010 to explore academic opportunities for
collaboration between the two Universities. Photo shows (from left)
Dr. Thomas G. Boorish, Dr. Jonathan Noble, Prof. Ramadhikari Kumar,
Special Advisor to VCand Dr. S. Chandersekaran, Coordinator (Ev.)
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