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--------------- In Gonversation with...

Prof. Marie McAndrew, Visiting Professor, Centre for Canadian, US and Latin American Studies, School of

International Studies, JNU (Monsoon Semester 2017)

Aparaajita Pandey: How and
when did your association with
Jawaharlal University begin?

Prof. McAndrew: | visited India

when | was a young student. | was

keenly interested in studying

multiculturalism and therefore in

how democratic countries manage

diversity. Years laterin 2005 during
an official visit to India, I met a professor from the Canadian
Studies programme in Jawaharlal Nehru University, Prof.
Christopher Raj. | was then invited for a seminar at JNU and
there I met with the faculty of the Canadian Studies Centre.
Our meeting was successful and we eventually organised a
joint conference with JNU and the University of Montreal.
Since then I have been associated with the Canadian Studies
programme at JNU. For the last few years | have been
affiliated as a Visiting Professor with the Centre for
Canadian, US and Latin American Studies and | have been
coming every year to take lectures for the students of
Canadian Studies ever since.

Aparaajita Pandey: You have worked extensively on
minority communities and their cultural integration.
Why did that become the focus of your research?

Prof. McAndrew: Unlike India, that has a history of being
multicultural and diverse, Canada is very new to
multiculturalism. Canada was built an Anglo conformity with
a strong resistance from the French, due to which Canada
was defined as a bi-lingual country. But there was no
interaction with the immigrants. As the immigrant groups
started voicing their concerns, interaction grew and Canada
began to adopt multicultural identity within a bi-lingual
framework. Since | was involved in positive accommodation
of immigration and | have mixed origins myself (French-
Irish), | became more involved in research on
multiculturalism. | do believe that open societies are better
tolivein.

Aparaajita Pandey: What are your thoughts on the
research undertaken by the students at JNU?

Prof. McAndrew: | was very surprised at the level of
knowledge and insight that the students have. | also feel
that Indians overall have a better knowledge of Canada than
Canadians have of India. The students of Canadian studies
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often know the language (French) and their proficiency in
the language helps. Earlier | noticed that the sources they
used forresearch tended to be quite outdated, however with
internet and digitisation, that problem has been solved.

Aparaajita Pandey: What impact has your
association with JNU had on your research?

Prof. McAndrew: My association with JNU, its students
and the faculty has helped me change my outlook towards
Canada. | was able to see Canada with the perspective of an
outsider, so my outlook on the Canadian problems has also
changed. | realized that Canada is a simpler country when
compared to India. Most people would not have expected
India to survive with that amount of diversity, butit did.

Aparaajita Pandey: What are the areas that you think
are overlooked when it comes to research on cultural
integration of minority communities?

Prof. McAndrew: | think religion was a topic that was
untouched till about 20 years ago. It took the 9/11 incident
for academicians to focus on religion and today
radicalization of religion is almost a topic that is overdone.
But this shows that freedom of research is important so as
to anticipate better future requirements forresearch. At this
point, the interplay of social class and community needs to
be assessed. It is important to understand the dynamics of
race and class in Canada and the fact that sometimes the
social and economic positions of people are not congruent
to each other. For example, a well-to-do man of African origin
is intrinsically thought of as under- privileged, or that of an
unemployed, poor, white family who are inherently thought of
as belonging to a higher tax bracket. Also, the interaction
between indigenous/native communities of Canada and the
migrant groups is overlooked.

Aparaajita Pandey: What would you like to work onin
the future?

Prof. McAndrew: | would like to spend a year doing field
research in rural India, study the school system and assess
the impact of social policies. The project would focus on the
rural-urban divide and the problems that the schools of rural
Indiaface.



New Appointments/ Deans/ Directors/ Chairpersons /
Proctor

Prof. A. L. Ramanathan as Dean, School of Environmental
Sciences, foraperiod of two years.

Prof. Satyabrata Patnaik as Dean, School of Physical
Sciences, for aperiod of two years.

Prof. Mazhar Asif, Centre for Persian and Central Asian
Studies, School of Language, Literature and Culture
Studies, as Chief Coordinator, Linguistic Empowerment
Cell, for a period of two years.

Prof. A. L. Ramanathan, Dean, School of Environmental
Sciences, as Coordinator, UGC-DSA-Il Programme,
School of Environmental Sciences, for a period of two
years.

Dr. Ravikesh, Associate Professor, Centre for Korean
Studies, School of Language, Literature and Culture
Studies, as Director, Office of E-Learning Initiative
(OELI), as Concurrent Faculty and Chairperson of the
newly created Special Centre for E-Learning (SCEL), for a
period of two years.

Prof. Bhananjay Singh, Centre for English Studies, School
of Language, Literature and Cultures Studies as
Coordinator, Linguistic Empowerment Cell, for a period of
two years.

Dr. Rajnish Kumar Mishra, Associate Professor, School of
Sanskrit & Indic Studies as Coordinator, Linguistic
Empowerment Cell, for a period of two years.

Prof. R. K. Agrawal, School of Computer and Systems
Sciences as Concurrent Faculty and Dean, School of
Engineering, for a period of two years.

Prof. K. G. Dastidar, Centre for Economic Studies and
Planning, School of Social Sciences as Concurrent
Faculty and Dean, School of Management and
Entrepreneurship, for a period of two years.

Prof. Arun Sidram Kharat, School of Life Sciences as
Director, International Collaboration for the period of two
years.

Prof. Meeta Keswani Mehra as Chairperson, Centre for
International Trade and Development, School of
International Studies, for a period of two years.

Prof. Sanjay Kumar Bhardwaj, as Chairperson, Centre for
South Asian Studies, School of International Studies, for
aperiod of two years.

DOr. Anuja, Assistant Professor, Centre for the Study of
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Discrimination & Exclusion, School of Social Sciences as
Proctor, for aperiod oftwo years.

Prof. Rajiv Saxena, Centre for Spanish, Portuguese,
Italian and Latin American Studies, School of Language,
Literature and Culture Studies, as Coordinator, Language
Lab Complex, for a period of two years.

Or. Manoj Kumar Jena as Associate Professor in the
Centre for the Study of Social Sciences, School of Social
Sciences.

Dr. Prakasha Chandra Sahoo as Assistant Professor in
the Centre for the Study of Social Sciences, School of
Social Sciences.

Dr. Malkhan Singh as Assistant Professor in the Centre
for Indian Languages, School of Language, Literature &
Culture Studies.

Dr. Kishore Vadthya, Assistant Professor, Centre for
Linguistics, School of Language, Literature and Culture
Studies, as NSS Programme Coordinatar, for a period of
twoyears.

Dr. Rahul Raj, as Assistant Professor, Centre for Korean
Studies, School of Language, Literature and Culture
Studies.

Prof. T. V. Vijay Kumar, School of Computer and Systems
Sciences as Concurrent Faculty in Special Centre for
DisasterResearch.

Administration

Smt. Minati Baishya, Office Attendant in Centre for
Political Studies, School of Social Sciences.

Smt. Hansi Bisht, Trainee Helper Mess in Inter Hostel
Administration.

Retirements & Resignations

Prof. Yogesh Sharma, Centre for Historical Studies,
School of Social Sciences.

Prof. K. J. Mukherjee, School of Biotechnology.

Dr. Ramesh C. Gaur, Librarian, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Central
Library.

Dr. Nandita Khadria, Research Officer, ERRU, School of
Social Sciences.

Sh. Inder Singh, Professional Assistant, Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar Central Library.

Sh. Bhawan Singh, Cook, Ganga Hostel.

Smt. Kamla Devi, Safaikarmchari, School of Physical
Sciences.
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--------------- Achievements / Awards

Prof. Vijayalakshmi Rao, Centre for French &
Francophone Studies was conferred with the Médaille d'or du
50e anniversaire du ministere des relations internationales
et de la Francophonie for her contribution to Quebec Studies.

Q

Minister Christine Saint Pierre was at the Centre for French &
Francophone Studies on 15 February, 2018 to present the
medal to Prof. Rao. During her address, Minister Saint Pierre
said that the Ministry of International Relations and
Francophonie was instituted following Charles de Gaulle's
visit to Quebec in 1967, thereby affirming Quebec as an
international player through its own diplomacy. To
commemorate 50 years of its existence, 50 medals were
minted by the Government of Quebec to mark the
contribution of 50 important personalities both from within

and outside Quebec for enhancing its international profile.
Prof. Chintamani Mahapatra, Rector | presided over the
function. The Dean of SLL&CS, Prof. Rajendra Dengle
welcomed the Minister to the School and Prof. Dhir Sarangi,
Chairperson CFFS, presented the vote of thanks. Mr. Dominic
Marcotte, Consul and Director of the Quebec Office in
Mumbai, was also present at the felicitation ceremony. The
event was held in Salle Québec (Quebec Room) of the CFFS,
an initiative of the former Premier of Quebec, Mr. Jean
Charest.

Report of JNU V.I. student who won 10th Delhi State
Para Athletics, Powerlifting and Table Tennis
Champlonshlp 2018

u"‘"‘ : Visually impaired student
. Nidhi Mishra of M.Phil/PhD
(CHS/SSS) won 3 gold
; _ i medals in 100 m, Discus
L .~ Throw and Shot Put events at
Y the 10" Delhi State Para
1 Athletics, Power lifting and
' Table Tennis Championship-
2018 held at the Delhi
Technological University
Grounds, Shahbad Daulatpur, Bawana Road, Delhi-110042
from 23 - 25 February, 2018, and organized by the Paralympic
Committee of Delhi (PCD) affiliated to the Paralympic
Committee of India (PCI). She has qualified to represent
Delhi at the 18" National Para Athletics Championships that
will be conducted by PCI and shall be hosted by the Para
Sports Association of Haryana at Tau Devi Lal Stadium,
Sector-3, Panchkula, Haryana from 25 - 29 March, 2018. She
has also been selected to represent India at the 10" Fazza
International Athletics Championship, Dubai-2018 World
Athletic Grand Prix to be held from 10 - 17 March, 2018. The
Sports Office of JNU has been providing her with all possible
logistic support with regard to training, nutritional
counselling and local travel expenses.

GCampus Activities

JNU Mountaineering Club

An Incredible experience at The Thar Desert Trek
2018 @ Jaisalmer, Rajasthan

A team of 18 JNU students under the leadership of Anil
Rulaniya successfully participated in the Desert Trek 2018
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to Jaisalmer, from 24 - 30 January, 2018.

On the first day (25" Jan), we reached our base camp KHUR!
near Jaisalmer. Firstly, we saw the uneven dunes of
Rajasthan. We put our tents and prepared tea and dinner.
Though the days were hot, the nights would get cold. On day
two early morning, we did exercise and, after having our



meals, started trekking to our next destination.

=

Every marning brought a range of discovering undulating
sand dunes, stark landscapes, rosy sunrises and sunsets,
starry nights and the realization that an amazing variety of
life could flourish amidst these endless sand dunes. On day
three we reached our next campsite and we enjoyed a camel
ride and Desert Safari on pristine dunes. In this trekking we
came across various settlements where the indigenous
residents live. We visited the Desert National Park and
enjoyed the undulating sand dunes and flora and fauna of
Rajasthan.

Lastly, the team reached Jaisalmer and attended “The
Desert Festival" and also experienced the majestic “Sonar
Kella" (Golden Fort) and explored the rich culture of the
Golden City Jaisalmer. The whole team returned to JNU on
31 Janwith full of fantastic memory and splendid pictures.

Rakesh Kumar
ADPE-II

Centre of Russian Studies participates in the Days of
Russian Language, Literature and Culture organized
by Russian Science and Culture Centre

On 9 February, 2018, the Russian Science and Culture

Centre, New Delhi organized events like Russian and English
Quizzes, Essay Writing, Painting, Russian poetry recitation,
Translation, Singing, Russian dance for the students
studying Russian Language and Literature in Indian
Universities and colleges. This event is organized annually
to celebrate the Days of Russian Language, Literature and
Culture in India. Like in the past, the students of the Centre
of Russian Studies, SLL&CS participated with a lot of
enthusiasm in these events and competed with students
from Russian departments of Delhi University, Ch. Charan
Singh University, Meerut, Amity University, B.PS., Sonepat,
Institute of Russian Language at the Russian Science and
Culture Centre.

The Students of CRS performed extremely well in all the
events and won many prizes. They brought laurels to the
Centre and to the School. Around 20 students participated
from the CRS in various events and won positions in all the
events they participated. Students of CRS, Gaurav,
Harshkant, Amit and Mukul won the Second position in
Russian Quiz, Sumit got the third position in Russian Poem
recitation, Jyotsna, Nidhi, Shreya, Nandani, Shivam,
Abhishek Anand, Shivam Goswami won the second paosition
in Singing, Jyotsna, Nidhi, Shreya, Dibyanshu, Abhishek
Anand, Shivam won the first position in Russian Dance.
Result of Translation, Essay writing and Painting will be
announced later.

Meenu Bhatnagar, Assistant Professor
Centre of Russian Studies, SLL&CS

Centre of Russian Studies Wins Quiz Contest
DRUZHRA-DOSTI organized by Department of
Slavonic and Finno-Ugrian Studies

The Centre of Russian Studies participated and secured
second prize in the quiz contest DRUZHBA-DOSTI on 12
February, 2018. The contest was organized by the
Department of Slavonic and Finno-Ugrian Studies,
University of Delhi in collaboration with the Embassy of
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............... Campus Activities

Russian FederationinIndia onthe establishment of 70 years
of Indo-Russian Diplomatic Relations. The event was
attended by Former Ambassador H.E. Krishnan Raghunath,
who served as Foreign Secretary as well as ambassador to
East Germany, Philippines and High Commissioner to
Nigeria, Mr. John Varghese principal of St. Stephen’s College,
Dr. Neelakshi Suryanarayan, Head of the Department of
Slavonic and Finno-Ugrian Studies, and Ms. Nana Mgeladze
from The Embassy of Russian Federation.

The CRS team was represented by Amit Jakhmola, Harsh
Kant, Gaurav Kumar and Mukul Khattri. Students of the CRS
excelled in the contest as well as other competitions like
Russian Olympiad organized by the Russian Centre for
Science and Culture on 9 February, 2018.

The quiz contest DRUZHBA-DOSTI was focused on Indo-
Russian diplomatic relations and had question from its
different aspects, like history of relations between Soviet
Union and India, India and Russia, establishment of

Diplomatic relations, former ambassadors and diplomats of
India and Russia, culture of India and Russia. There was a
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special section dedicated to Former Ambassador Padma
Bhushan H.E. Late Alexander M Kadakin. More than 10 teams
including teams from Russian Embassy, Russian House,
Amity University, IGNOU, St. Stephen's College, Jamia Milia
Islamia, Bhagat Phool Singh Mahila Vishwavidyalaya etc. had
participated in the contest. The quiz competition was
followed by cultural programmes.

This was yet another achievement for the CRS, and the
Centreisproud of its students.

Harsh Kant, Research Scholar
Centre of Russian Studies, SLL&CS

JNU MELANGE Annual Cultural Event organized by
Cultural Committee, Office of Dean of Students, IHA,
JNU

The Cultural Committee, office of the Dean of Students, [HA,
organized the annual cultural fest this year, “"JNU Mélange"
whichwas a great success. As the name suggests, it was an
amalgamation of both national and international cultural
activities. The Fest was organized under the guidance of
Dean of Students, Prof. Umesh Ashok Kadam and the
Cultural Coordinator, Prof. MeetaNarain along with other
members of the cultural committee and student conveners
of the various clubs on the campus.

The programme was divided into two parts — the morning
sessions consisted of various events like photography
workshop, open mic session, art exhibition, an interactive
session with members of the NGO, Muskan, which works on
Drug de-addiction and many international performances.
These were followed by a number of music and dance
programmes performed by the students of the music and
dance clubs of JNU.

JNU is one place that is known for its freedom and
rationality. We in JNU believe in culture that provides proper
space to express oneself. JNU MELANGE has been a perfect
example of the different cultures of our nation as well as of



other countries like Korea, Russia, Spain and many more.

The cultural clubs of JNU worked hard to make this
programme a success. The conveners of the clubs had their
stalls which showcased their creativity. The Nature and Wild
Life Club displayed a very interesting exhibition of their
events, the Photography Club displayed its work, the Fine
Arts Club displayed a large number of paintings and creative
work done by the students in form of diaries, calendars, note
books etc. There were 10 stalls from the Dastakari Haat
Samiti which were of immense creativity, showcasing wark
done on glass painting, madhubani, kite making, pottery and
paper mache products.

The whole idea of the event was to showcase vibrant
cultures, to learn, to express and to enjoy. We had a very
amazing dance performance by the students of the Centre
for Korean Studies representing Korean culture. We also had
a few programmes from the Centre for Russian Studies
depicting the culture of Russia. Also we inaugurated the
programme with a very graceful performace of
Bharatnattyam. The stage was also rocked by the little kids
of the UNNOTICED, an organization run by students of JNU,
which takes care of the children of the construction
workers, labourers and staff of JNU.

We also had an open mic session in association with “Your
Quote” where students recited their own compositions. We
also organized a photography workshop by Mr. Atulkumar
Jaiswal who provided some very important insights of
photography. He is an ardent photographer and recently one
of his photos got selected to be showcased at the Portugal
Art Exhibition. This workshop certainly enhanced the
interest of the students in photography. Aimost 60 students
attended the work shop.

The evening programme was a cultural event which had a
talent show, exhibiting the regional dresses from the four
corners of India. This was a big success and was followed by

Book-Talk and Lectures organized by UGC Area
Studies Programe, CIAS, SIS

The UGC Area Studies Programme of Centre for Inner Asian
Studies, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University successfully organized a book-talk and two
lectures in the months of October — November, 2017. Dr.
Avinash Paliwal, Lecturer in Diplomacy and Public Policy at
the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University

Campus Activities =

regional dances from these corners of India. This, too was an
enlightening programme.

The JNU Melange was a big success and all the cultural
clubs with their student volunteers need to be
congratulated — Anupriya, Apporva, Prashant, Lakhyajit and
others worked hard for putting up a good show. The faculty
Incharges under the guidance of Prof. Meeta Narain worked
round the clock for the same. Dr. SudeshYadav, Dr. Poonam,
Dr. Bhaswati, Dr. Neerja and Garima, Dr. Arihant were always
ready to take up the various tasks. The Engineering,
Hoticulture and other departments of the University helped
inmaking the event a success.

The event was inaugurated by Rector Ill, Prof. Rana Pratap
Singh and by the Dean of Students, Prof. Umesh Ashok
Kadam, the evening programme by the VC, Prof. M. Jagdeesh
Kumar, and many other esteemed dignitaries from JNU. They
congratulated the Cultural Committee for organizing this big
show. The JNU Melange was attended by some faculty
members of the university, their families, students and staff
of the university.

Anupriya
(Fine Arts Convenor)

Seminars/Conferences ==

of London, gave a lecture on his book "My Enemy's Enemy:
India in Afghanistan from Soviet Invasion to US Withdrawal”
on 24 October, 2017. Dr. Paliwal provided a comprehensive
analysis of India's strategy debates and foreign
policymaking processes vis-a-vis Afghanistan, from the
embers of the Cold War to the 1990s Afghan civil war and
the more recent US-led war on terror. Prof. Chintamani
Mahapatra, Rector, JNU presided over the book-talk and
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Prof. Gulshan Sachdeva, Centre for European Studies, School
of International Studies, JNU gave important insight to the
talk. Dr. Paliwal presented a copy of his book to Vice
Chancellor, JNU, Prof. M. Jagadesh Kumar, who along with
several faculty members and students participated in the
book-talk.

A Lecture on “China-Russia Partnership in Central Asia" by
Prof. Nirmala M. Joshi (Director, India Central Asia
Foundation) was organized on 31 October, 2017. Prof. Ajay
Patnaik, Dean, School of International Studies, JNU,
presided over the session. Prof. Joshi elaborated the current
scenario of the Chinese and Russian interplay in the Central
Asian Region. She described this partnership as a
combination of cooperation and competition, where the
cooperation part has been dominant in the recent times due
to numerous reasons. Both the countries consider Central
Asia as their sphere of influence but they seldom conflict as
their core competencies are not only different but
complimentary, Russia being the leading military super-
power and China being the second largest economy in the
waorld. Thus, though the competitive nature of China and
Russia comes into play in certain situations, but currently it
is more than necessary for them to work together in
cooperation.

Another lecture on the theme “Life and Legacy of Kumarajiva"
was delivered on 30 November, 2017 by Prof. Shashibala,
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Dean, Centre for Indology, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Delhi
Kendra. The session was chaired by Prof. K. Warikoo. Prof.
Shashibala elaborated how Kumarajiva (344-413 AD), one
of the four great sutra translators in China, contributed
immensely to the growing cultural link between Xinjiang and
India through his preaching on Buddhism. Doctoral research
scholars of CIAS, especially Mr. Pravesh Kumar, Mr. Sandeep,
Ms. Garima and Mr. Hem Sagar Barik assisted in preparing
thereport of these book-talk and lectures.

£

Mahesh Ranjan Debata, Director
UGC Area Studies Programme
CIAS/SIS

Third Annual Memorial Christopher Freeman Lecture
on “Evolution from the Economics of Innovation to
Economic Development”

The research students of Centre for Studies in Science
Policy (CSSP) in association with the 4" IndiaLICS
Conference and Training Workshop 2017 organized the Third
Annual Memorial Christopher Freeman Lecture at JNU
Convention Centre on 5 November, 2017. A special lecture
titled "Evolution from the Economics of Innovation to
Economic Development” was delivered by Prof. Smita
Srinivas, who is the Founder Director of the research
platform the Technological Change Lab (TCLab) and
currently an Honorary Prof. at the Indian Council for
Research on International Economic Relations (ICRIER).




Chair of the Session, Prof. Prajit K. Basu of the University of
Hyderabad, introduced the speaker and briefly discussed the
thematic area of the Lecture.

The 3" Christopher Freeman Lecture was built on Professor
Christopher Freeman's immense legacy and considered how
best to take the insights of evolutionary perspectives into
the domain of economic development, one of Freeman's core
concerns. The talk began with the idea of institutional
variety in both evolutionary economics and a more
traditional development political economy. The remainder of
the talk delved deeper into what an evolutionary perspective
leaves unfinished, which translate into difficult theoretical
and empirical extensions to policy domains in late
industrializers. Specifically, by looking at the "V" onvariation
and institutional variety in the VSR framework, the talk
suggested ways to better frame industry analysis with
examples from the health industry that enhance and
advance beyond class-based perspectives. The talk
concluded by discussing variety in the evolutionary
economics context and its planning process and policy
design implications. The materials for the Lecture were
drawn on and elaborated on the arguments in Srinivas's book
Market Menagerie: Health and Development in Late
Industrial States (Stanford University Press, 2012).

Inthe talk, Srinivas further elaborated herresearchinterests
in the institutional explanations and plans for economic
transformation and governance. Her recent work has
analyzed gaps and tensions between the institutional and
behavioural assumptions of evolutionary economics with
those of 'late" industrial political economy and development
economics. Her wider research interests include
comparative development data, social policy, skills, moral
philosophy and value preferences in economics and
governance. She elaborated her experience in higher
education reform initiatives in economics and palicy-
focused professional schools in the US, India, and East
Africa. Srinivas has strong interests in problem-framing and
—solving and the use of heuristics in economic theory in
realistic development plans and policy design. She further
discussed how her institution the Technological Change Lab
(TCLab), which she founded, deploys three-way research
focuses on economic theory, policy design, and realistic
development plans. Much of economic development has
tendedtoexclude one ormare of these elements.

The Lecture attracted the enthusiastic commentaries from
the learned audience. Prof. Mammo Muchie of the Tshwane
University of Technology in South Africa elaborated how
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personally and academically he benefitted from Christopher
Freeman, as his doctoral supervisor and his academic
mentor. Christopher Freeman was instrumental in the
formation of the Globelics — a global research network for
scholars of innovation studies. There were other
discussants such as Prof. Sujit Bhattacharya of CSIR-
NISTADS and Prof. Rajeswari S. Raina of Shiv Nadar
University. The participants of IndiaLICS Training Workshop
also interacted with the speaker in this session to broaden
their research perspectives and research agendas. The 3rd
Christopher Freeman Lecture concluded with vote of thanks
by Dr. Saradindu Bhaduri, Chairperson, CSSP He thanked the
participants and resource persons for the successful
conclusion of the IndiaLICS Training Workshap 2017, which
was jointly organized by CSSP Jawaharlal Nehru University,
and CSIR-NISTADS.

Anup Kumar Das, Documentation Officer

Centre for Studies in Science Policy, SSS

ICPR Special Lecture “Some Reflections on an early,
Mahayana Text Hastikaksya Sutra”

On 8 November, 2017, the Centre for Philosophy, hosted an
invited lecture with funding from the Indian Council of
Philosophical Research. The lecture on “Some Reflections
on an early, Mahayana Text Hastikaksya sutra”, was
delivered by Professor Zhen Liu Visiting Professor
(overseas) ICPR from Fudan University, Shanghai, China.
The Lecture was chaired by Prof. Bindu Puri, Chairperson of
the Centre for Philosophy.

This lecture discussed the "Hastikaksyasutra” commonly
known in English as “The sutra on the Elephant’s Armpit".
The scholar attempted to translate and discuss a newly
published Sanskrit fragment of “Hastikaksyasutra" and
compare it to its
corresponding
Chinese and Tibetan
translations. During
the lecture the
speaker examined
five versions of this
sutra in four
languages. He
concluded that
across the different
translations the
metaphor of the
power of the
g clephant remained
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the primary focus of the text. This metaphor was meant to
indicate both the power of this text and the power to be
gained by sentient beings who could understand this text.

Under the Academic Visitors programme of the Indian
Council for Cultural Relations there was a meeting and
discussion at the Centre for Philosophy with Dr Lucrecia
Mendez de Penedo, Vice President (Academic) of Rafael
Landivar University, Guatemala and the Ambassador of
Guatemala H .E Giovanni Castillo. The meeting on 6
November, 2017 was chaired and convened by the
Chairperson Professor Bindu Puri.

Bindu Puri, Chairperson
Centre for Philosophy, SSS

Writing outside the Box

Easterine Kire, Author and Poet, delivered a Special Lecture,
titled, "Writing outside the Box" on 9 January, 2018. In her
Lecture, Kire underlined how Naga writing, be it fiction or
non-fiction, has undergone a terrible period of being defined
by the Indo-Naga conflict, and how in the eighties and
nineties, and even in the next two decades, writing that did
not feature some aspect of the conflict was deemed
irrelevant by certain publishers and, in turn, by the academic
circles. She pointed out that “this obsession with the
conflict and especially the violence generated by it has
suppressed and tried to dictate literary writing with its
demands and expectations.” She argued, “the struggle to
write outside the box has met with resistance but | feel it is
very important to concentrate on the other realities of the
Naga world in order to capture a comprehensive view of the
Nagawaorld-view."

Manjeet Baruah, Convener
North East India Studies Programme, SSS

For those who wait: Money, Time and Infrastructures
in Manipur, North-East India

Nima Lamu Yolmo, PhD scholar from the University of
California-Irvine, USA and currently Visiting Scholar at NEISP
delivered a talk, titled, "For those who wait: Money, Time and
Infrastructures in Manipur, North-East India" on 19 January,
2018. In her talk, she pointed out that, “since the 1990s,
efforts towards financial literacy and financial inclusion
have increasingly veered towards cashless digitized
payment systems. In more recent times, NGOs,
telecommunications providers, banks and philanthropic
organizations have advocated digital technologies based on
their potential to eliminate trips to distant banks and long
queues (IMF Financial Access Survey 2016). The
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lack/inadequacy of infrastructures, within such a
framework, tend to be regarded as primarily as hurdles to be
overcome in transitioning to a more efficient transactional
system.” Thus, she noted that in her talk, she sought to
“problematize this framewaork by drawing from my field-work
experience in Manipur where ATMs frequently break down,
and banks are regularly beset with 'link-failure.” She argued
that, "as long hours of wait around these infrastructures
have become commonplace, general conversations on the
use and changes brought about money infrastructures tend
to meld seamlessly into commentary on rising prices,
frequent shutdowns, corruption, state apathy, exclusion
from 'development’, and 'taxation’' by insurgent groups.” She
emphasized that, “focusing on the everyday realities in
Manipur -- with its stark security and infrastructural
concerns, as well as earlier histories of thriving trade
commerce (Cederl of 2014) -- enables us to better assess
the assumed ameliorative potentials and portable efficacy
of digitized financial inclusion efforts. Furthermore,
attending to the generative influence and pragmatics of
money infrastructures in places like Manipur has the
potential to crucially inform and expand our horizons of what
money can mean or do."

Manjeet Baruah, Convener
North East India Studies Programme, SSS

Studies of land ocean-atmosphere coupling with
special emphasis on natural hazards using ground
and space observation

Prof. Saumitra Mukherjee invited Prof. R. P Singh to School of
Environmental Sciences on 22 January, 2018 to deliver a
lecture on studies of land ocean-atmosphere coupling with
special emphasis on natural hazards using ground and
space observation. It witnessed active participation from
students and faculty of SES as well as other schoals.

Prof. Singh is currently working as a Professor in School of
Life & Environmental Sciences, Chapman University, CA,
USA. After completing PhD in Applied Geophysics in 1980, he
joined the Department of Physics, University of Alberta,
Edmonton where he was a Post-Doctoral and ADOSTRA
Fellow till 1986. He then worked for nineteen years from
1986 to 2007 as a professor in Department of Civil
Engineering, Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur, India.
During this period he was a distinguished visiting professor
in Centre of Earth Observing Space Research. Later, he
moved tothe USA and served as aprofessorin George Mason
University, Virginia during 2007.

While working in India, he received Indian National Remote



Sensing (Indian Society of Remote Sensing in 1997),
National Mineral (Government of India in 1993) and Hari Om
Ashram Prerit (1997) awards. He visited Free University
Berlin, Germany as an Alexander von Humboldt Fellow for one
year and Hirosaki University, Japan as a JSPS Fellow for six
months. He has published more than 200 papers in
International refereed Journals and edited several books. He
is member of the International Committees on Geo Risk
Commission and EMSEV Bureau and is the Chief Editor of
Geomatics, Natural Hazards and Risk, Associate Editor of
the International Journal of Remote Sensing and past Chief
Editor of the Indian Journal of Remote Sensing. Currently he
is President, AGU Natural Hazards Focus Group for the term
January 2017 — December, 2018. His key area of interest
include natural hazards, seismic risk evaluation and urban
environment and Atmaspheric pollution.

In the lecture Prof Singh explained how land ocean-
atmosphere coupling is responsible for various natural
phenomena on earth and its dynamic nature. He talked about
the role of solar cycle fluctuation in the disturbance of the
Earth natural system. He then enlightened us how recent
changes in land usage have resulted in more frequent

occurrences of disasters like earthquakes, flash floods,
dust storms etc. Coming to natural hazards, he focused
mainly on earthquakes and requirement of integrated
approach to study them. These integrated parameters
include water radon, surface water flow, water level, surface
latent heat flux, rainfall, tilt and strain and apparent
resistivity and magnetic fields and satellite. He discussed
using these parameters as early warning signals. Changes in
IR temperature, enhancement in CO concentration, usage of
surface latent heat flux data prior to the coastal earthquake
was describedbeautifully. Later, he explained that
disturbance in the direction of dust storm, which is now
affecting the central part of India, is due to climate change
which in turn affects the crop yield thereby threatening food
security for exponentially growing population. He also
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demonstrated the significance of satellite data for
monitoring changes of Land-Ocean-Cry sphere, Atmosphere
and Biosphere and its usage for monitoring and minimising
the impact of natural hazards. He concluded by emphasising
on the use of technology for controlling natural hazards and
reducing collateral damage.

Saumitra Mukherjee, Professor
School of Environmental Sciences

Academic Institutions and their Contribution in CSR
Outreach Programme

The national conclave on outreach programmes of corporate
social responsibility (CSR) of public-sector units (PSUs)
was organised at JNU. The conclave was inaugurated by
Prof. M. Jagadesh Kumar, Vice Chancellor JNU, in the
presence of Prof. S. C. Garkoti, Rector II, and Mr. G. Ramesh
Kumar, CMD NSTFDC, who was the chief guest for the
occasion. The welcome address by Prof. Garkoti
emphasised on the need for collaborative efforts of the
PSUs with academic institutions.

—

The inaugural address by Prof. Jagadesh Kumar provided a
vision of JNU vis a vis its social responsibility. He also
underlined the need for all round inclusion of JNU academics
with the CSR activities of PSUs. He emphasised that the
time has come when knowledge from academics should
contribute to the development of common man's life. The
congratulatory message from the chief guest raised the
issue of critical requirement of leaders to transform social
life. He mentioned that JNU through its widely acclaimed
research environment has the capacity to take the lead in
the social development of the country. He underlined the
need for planning and execution of CSR programmes which
can benefit the stand-up India and start-up India
programmes of the government of India. He highlighted that
apart from that, research in JNU can also benefit in planning
Indian government's Swach Bharat Mission. Showcasing the

www.jnu.ac.in/JNUNews IEI



strength of JNU, Prof. Kaushal Kumar underlined the subject
area in which JNU can contribute to the CSR activities of
PSUs. He specifically pointed out the need of CSR
investment in green energy, infrastructure development like
hostels, facilities for people with disability, etc. He also
highlighted that JNU has the capacity to develop rural India
by adopting villages through CSR activities of the PSUs. In
the concluding session, Ex-CMD SJVN, appreciated the JNU
initiative to get involved in CSR activities in collaboration
with PSUs and expressed his hope that such initiatives will
help in transforming and solving various social sector
problems.

A total of thirteen PSUs including NBCC, NTPC, NHPC, BHEL,
Power Grid Corporation and SR Asia International were part
of the conclave.

Satish Chandra Garkoti,
Rector - Il

“Policies dealing with diversity: A comparison of
federal policies in Canada and the provincial policies
in Quebec”

The Canadian Studies Programme of Centre for Canadian, US
and Latin American Studies, SIS, organised a lecture by Prof.
Ratna Ghosh from McGill University, Montreal, titled
“Policies dealing with diversity: A comparison of federal
policies in Canada and the provincial policies in Quebec” on
24 January, 2018. As the two tiers of government in the
federal set up make attempts to let peaple live peacefully
and achieve cohesion in society, their challenges and
approaches are different. The challenges relate to equality of

=

access, demands of French-speaking population and land
claims of indigenous people. Can Canadian society be seen
as inclusive and assimilating diversities? Dialogical and

@ www.jnu.ac.in/INUNews

Seminars/Conferences =

critical pedagogical tools like good multicultural education
were critical tools in approaching the Quebec issues in the
Canadian context. Dr. Ghosh concluded the lecture on the
note that the prescriptions for any multicultural
democracies are to formulate effective equitable policies to
deal with diverse groups.
Aprajita Kashyap
Centre for Canadian, US & Latin American Studies, SIS
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“Multilateral Organisations and Peace”

Professor Carlos Enrique Pena, Vice-rector of Universidad
Santa Maria, Venezuela delivered a lecture on the theme
“Multilateral Organisations and Peace” at the Centre for
Canadian, US & Latin American Studies, SIS. In the lecture
that was organised by the Latin American Studies
programme on 12 February, 2018, Prof Pena emphasised
the role of Universities in fostering war or peace. Absence of
dialogue prevents resolution and this is where the roles of
multilateral organisations, leadership and educational
institutions become very important. He emphasised on the
training of intellectuals in order to research on roots of
conflicts and usher in peace using innovative solutions for
ensuring respect for human rights. There is need to
integrate study of peace and conflict with the study of law

and International Relations.

Aprajita Kashyap
Centre for Canadian, US & Latin American Studies, SIS
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Enthusiastic response to plantation of trees.  The Nehru Centenary Children Park, west of the Students Centre on the
January, 1990 New Campus on 14 November, 1989
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Dr. Shailendra Kumar, Associate Professor, Department of Microbiology, Dr Ram Manhohar
Lohia Avadh University, faizabad

Aparaajita Pandey: How
would you describe your
association with JNU
and your first
impressions of the
campus?

Dr. Kumar: | received a
phone call from my senior in CBT, JNU regarding an interview
for M.Phil./ Ph.D. admission in the School of Life Sciences. |
was pleased after learning of the opportunity to appear in
the interview. Before seeing JNU campus | had an
imagination that, as it is located in Delhi, it must not be
much away from the life style and pollution of Delhi. After
reaching the campus | forgot that | was in Delhi. Following a
successful interview | got admission in JNU and explored
the natural campus. The landscape and greenery around the
campus was so beautiful those days. The mornings and
evenings of the campus were so blissful and successful in
making the impression because of which whenever | have an
opportunity to visit Delhi, | try to stay on JNU campus
exclusively.
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Aparaajita Pandey: Why did you choose JNU for
higher studies?

Dr. Kumar: There is no question about the status of JNU
from the point of view of a student aspiring for admission to
the M.Phil./Ph.D. programme. JNU exists at the top of all
Indian Universities, and therefore attracts the best
students of the country as the destination for research.
While pursuing masters at Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia Avadh
University, Faizabad | came to know about the various
schools and centres in JNU offering research in Microbiology
and allied disciplines. Three of my seniors from Faizabad
were already pursuing research from the School of Life
Sciences (SLS) and Centre for Biotechnology (CBT), through
them, | learned about the research profile of JNU faculties.
The research orientation of the faculties in SLS and CBT was
a source of inspiration for me to choose JNU as my
destinationfor Ph.D.

Aparaajita Pandey: What has been the trajectory of
your career since you left JNU?

Dr. Kumar: Soon after the award of M.Phil. degree in Life



Sciences (2000), | appeared before a selection committee
for the post of Lecturer in Micrabiology at Dr. Ram Manohar
Lohia Avadh University, Faizabad. After receiving a call from
the University tojoin as alecturer, | joined the Department of
Microbiology in 2001. The department had just received a
little grant of Rs. 30 L from DST under DST-FIST programme
in 2001. My exposure with the technological know-how of
scientific equipment and basics of science helped me
develop the lab by procuring world's best equipment. Since |
joined immediately after doing my M.Phil, | had to complete
my Ph.D., and in spite of facing the hardship of carrying out
researchin Faizabad, where total power cut used to be there
for more than 8 hours, | completed the research on
microorganisms isolated from various water sources. | also
received UGC minor research fund for the completion of my
research. Later our department received other grants of Rs.
1 Cr. and Rs. b9 Lakh, respectively from Government of U.P
and DST for infrastructural development.

| have a total of 18 research papers published in various
journals of national and international repute, 2 chapters in
edited books. | have served as member of board of studies
three times, and as member of executive council (second
term) of the serving university. | have presented several
guest lectures on the topics related to immunology,
microbiology and micrabial technology at various state and
central universities. Currently | have been working on the
development of nanoparticles of silver and other metals and
their effective use as therapeutic agent. Besides, with
academic responsibilities | am also working as Hostel
superintendent and Assistant Dean of Students’ Welfare.

Aparaajita Pandey: How has JNU impacted your
multifaceted career?

Dr. Kumar: It is a real pleasure to share how JNU has
impacted my career. The very basic thing which | have
learned from JNU is being independent and working in a
coordinated manner to complete a task on time. The
students of various disciplines on campus make us feel part
of an integrated society and culture. The debates at the
dining table over printed pamphlets develop a high level
thinking among the students. Being an alumnus of JNU, I find
myself always ready to accept challenges for the sake of
quality of education. l interact with my students as much as
possible in the classrooms and laboratory keeping in mind
that interaction with students is key to disseminate
knowledge, which JNU has taught me.

Aparaajita Pandey: What has been the most
challenging part of your work and why?

Dr. Kumar: It is a very difficult question to answer as | like to
accept challenges to develop a way for any task. At present,
| am working on the development of silver nanoparticles, and
nano-composite of silver with other metals. The silver
nanoparticles have very encouraging results against several
bacteria on artificial media in laboratory conditions. We are
trying to explore techniques for the effective utilization of
nanoparticles for the treatment of bacterial infections. So,
as of now, thisis the most challenging work to me.

Aparaajita Pandey: Would you like to share any
special memories that you associate with your time
inJNU?

Dr. Kumar: JNU at that time was unlike now-a-days. There
was an environment for free discussion of national and
international issues. It was never a question to prove that
you are pro-nation. Definitely, the issues of disparity,
unequal treatment of people across the country has been
the key points for the student leaders in JNU.

The central library along with the reading area on each floor,
which lused with my batch-mates during the course-work of
M.Phil. also has special memories for me. The canteens of
every school building except for SLS really have been
unforgettable for their special recipes; eating out in these
canteens we missed several lunches in the hostel mess.
Everything on the campus including Ganga Dhaba and the
late night tea shop at Brahmputra Hostel, all will remain in
my memory forever.

| cannot forget the teachers of SLS, who supported me
during my studies, especially Prof. Ajit K. Varma, Prof. K.C.
Upadhyaya, Prof. B.C. Tripathi, Prof. R.K. Kale and Prof. PK.
Yadava, who guided me time to time as required for studies
and career. The technical staff Mr. Alexander, Mr. B.A. Khan,
Dr. S.P Sharma in the CIF of SLS and the office staff of SLS,
JNU were so helping, which I really miss after leaving JNU.

Aparaaijita Pandey: What would your message be to
the readers of JNU News and the students of JNU?

Dr. Kumar: The JNU campus has been very supportive to the
students of all castes and communities from across the
nation and the globe. JNUites are the power of JNU, they are
known for their values. JNUites are found in each and every
corner of the nation and invarious foreign countries. JNU has
been the production house of responsible citizens. Now it is
the responsibility of every JNUite to preserve these values,
and work out the philosophy of speaking outand accepting
the truth under all circumstances.

www.jnu.ac.in/JNUNews IEI



freafderera @ faRman 8xil 8, Ardars, AW, deeied, R &1 9Ed 3R 99 o 9l |
faeafdenery 1 $1 2 SaaR MRl Bl 3R AR A B Add AT BT 9 BIAT | I 3R STl DI
R T 81 Adar B e favafaenerd e | 31+ 1Rl &1 fafe & |

STATERATd 8%

Republic Day Celebration on 26 January, 2018

Editorial Board

Chairperson: Prof. Saugata Bhaduri, CES/SLL&CS, Members: Dr. Shobha Sivasankaran, CF&FS/SLL&CS,

Dr. Rohini Muthuswami, SLS, Dr. Asutosh Srivastava, SC&SS, Dr. Priti Singh, CCUS & LAS/SIS, Dr. Amit Thorat, CSRD/SSS,
Dr. Ganga Sahay Meena, CIL/SLL&CS, Ms. Ritu Nidhi, CIS,

Member Secretary: Ms. Poonam S. Kudaisya, PRO, Photos by: Sh. Vakil Ahmad

Published by: POONAM S. KUDAISYA, Public Relations Officer for and on behalf of the Jawaharlal Nehru University,
New Delhi-110067, Tel.: 26742601, 26704046, 26704017, JNU Website: http:/www.jnu.ac.in

Printed by: MAXCOMM INDIA PVT LTD, C-17, Patparganj Industrial Area, Delhi-T0092, Phone: O1-43631789, Mob: 8750454545

;8 -




