Course Title: Methodology and Ethics in Social Science Research
Course Code: IS600P
Total Credits: 4

The course intends to introduce methodology, ethics and research practices to the Ph.D
students. The imperative of implementing it at the entry level is to acquaint the
researchers with the scope, prospects, limitations and the need for intellectual honesty
as well as research integrity towards its significant contributions in social science
research.

Course Content:

1.

5.

Introduction to Research:

a. Understanding research
b. Scope, types and limitations of research in Social Sciences

Philosophy and Ethics of Research:

a. Introduction to Philosophy :Definition, scope, concepts and branches
b. Positivism, interpretivism and critical social science
c. Ethics: Definition, moral philosophy, nature of moral judgement and reactions

Research Design:

a. ldentifying objectives of research, formulating research questions and
hypotheses

Descriptive and exploratory

Experimental and evaluative

Correlational and causal

Ethnography
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. Research Methods and Techniques:

Qualitative and Quantitative methods

Mixed methods and triangulation

Case study research

Primary and secondary data and sources

Data collection: Questionnaires, interviews, direct observation, ethics in
data collection

Geographic Information System (GIS)
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Issues in Social Science Research:

a. Objectivity, subjectivity, concepts and indicators

b. Standardization, transparency, reliability and validity
c. Induction and deduction

d. Types of Sampling



6. Qualitative Data Analysis:

Q0T

Content Analysis
Narrative Analysis
Discourse analysis
Thematic Analysis
Grounded theory

7. Quantitative Data Analysis :
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Descriptive Statistics and Inferential Statistics

Measures of Central Tendency

Analysis of Variance and Multiple Analyses of Variance
Correlation and Regression

Factor Analysis, Cluster Analysis and Discriminant Analysis
Uses of SPSS: Data Analysis Software

8. Publication Ethics:

a.

o

Introduction to publication ethics, Best practices/standards-setting
initiatives and guidelines: COPE, role of IERB, JNU

Publication misconduct, FFP, Complaints and appeals

Issues around authorship and contributorship

Plagiarism detection tools: Turnitin, Urkund and other open software
tools

9. Open Access Publishing

o

Open access publications and initiatives

SHERPA/RoMEO online resource to check publisher’s copyright and
self- archiving policies

Software tool to identify predatory publications developed by SPPU

Journal finder/journal suggestion tools viz JANE, Elsevier Journal Finder,
Springer Journal Suggester etc.

10.Databases and Research Metrics:

o

Databases: Indexing databases
Citation databases: Web of Science, Scopus etc.

Research Metrics: Impact factor as per Journal Citation Report,
SNIP,SJR,IPP, Cite score

. Metrics: h-index, g index, i10 index, altmetrics
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